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In 1842 Donald McLean took up the lease of an Aboriginal Reserve 2031A.  This was 54 acres leased at one pound 
per acre for seven years from 1st Jan1842.  He started work on the land a few months before the lease had been 
executed (signed).   In December of that year Donald wrote that he intended to give up possession and also stated 
that, “I have fenced a greater portion of the land to the amount of 64 pounds adjoining the public road and have 
also cleared away the greater part of the scrub and grubbed a great quantity of trees.  The expense of the fence 
being for a substantial stringy bark fence, 16 pounds and 10 shillings and the expense of the clearing and grubbing 
14 pounds and 5 shillings.”  So he thought he should be able to offset these costs against the rent which had 
become overdue. 
 
Dr Matthew Morehouse, who had been appointed the Protector of Aborigines in 1839 (see Time Line xxxx) , 
inspected the site about a week later and reported that he “found from measurements that the quantity of fencing 
the north side, the east side joins his private property is not fenced, whilst the south and west boundaries have 
been fenced by the proprietors of the adjoining sections.”  A drawing was attached.  He continued, “it is completely 
cleared of all e trees, thus it would in consequence be improved much in value, but I don’t think it could be leased 
again at one pound per acre, if the present lessee is permitted to give it up.  Mr McLean says that the lease was 
never executed as the required security could not be given.”  So Dr Morehouse was generally acknowledging what 
work Donald had done but was not agreeing about offsetting the costs of this work. 
 
Amazingly, within a few days, Governor George Gray, in his own hand writing, took the matter further by stating, 
“While I feel the desire to assist Mr McLean, I do not think that the Government can with propriety do more than 
allow him to throw up the lease for the 23rd December, the date of his letter and then lease land can again be put 
up for auction.  Mr McLean can then again become a tenant of the government if he chooses to bid higher than 
anyone else.”     The Governor then went on to warn public servants to lift their game : “In future no tenant nor 
person must be allowed to enter into possession of Government property until all the documents connected with his 
tenancy of the said property have been clearly executed”. (H p15)       
 
This is an intriguing inside peek into the workings of the governing of this new colony.  The Governor, George Gray, 
was certainly able to attend to details amongst what must have been an overwhelming range of duties.  He was 
only 29 years old and had taken up his position in May 1841, the 5th year of the colony.  He was the third Governor 
within a few years.  It is said that he found the colony in financial straits but, by exercising strict economy he 
restored stability. (H, p15).  This example of how he dealt with this little matter of 54 acres at a time when huge 
acreages were being opened up across the colony, is indicative of his skills. 
 
No doubt Donald felt badly done by. He had put considerable sweat and expense into land which he expected 
would be his, only to be told that his efforts had raised the value of the property and that as he had opted to give it 
up, if he wanted it back again he would have to pay a higher price because the land was now more valuable.  The 
Government was not going to reimburse his expenses and he still owed some arrears.  The Government was still 
pursuing Donald for these arrears more than four years later.   
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Many questions arise:- 

• Who were the original aboriginal clans in this area?  - the Ngarrindjeri or Peramangk people.   

• Why was this particular piece of land set aside as an aboriginal reserve?   

• Was it ever used as an aboriginal reserve? 

• What presence did aboriginal people have in the area – before 1836, in the 1840s, and subsequently? 

• Where were they living at that time?   

• Did we push aside indigenous interests to this land?   

• Is there any significance in the fact that Morehouse and Gray, as people with such demanding 
responsibilities across the whole colony, would have got so personally and quickly involved in this little bit 
of land?  Why did they give it such priority?) 

 
..ooOOoo.. 
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Appendix A 
Source:- 

Nancy Gemmell – Old Strathalbyn, p51 
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Appendix B 
Source: 

‘Donald & Christina McLean and Their Descendants’ 
BRB - pages 13 to 14 
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