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How you can use these notes
•
•

•
•

•
•

Too much detail?: Read the summary first, to get the essence of what this is all about - rather than getting lost in
the details in the body of these notes.
Research: The notes are not in a narrative style because it is not intended for the general public. This is for serious
researchers. There are standardized headings and dot-points that are a framework into which new details can be
placed so that the document can be occasionally updated.
Searching: You can search this PDF document using Control/F, and then a relevant key word.
Our other docs: This is one of a series of research notes that are interconnected. These can be found in the SMALL
PRINT directory on the left of the homepage. The notes that are most relevant to early burials in Strathalbyn:C10 – ‘Setting the scene’- essential reading.
G70 - ‘Donald’s life around Strathalbyn – 1842 to 1855’ –
E65 – ‘Tour of McLean sites around the Strathalbyn district’ – by Trevor McLean
Feedback: Your corrections and comments will be welcomed - via ‘Contact us’ on the homepage.
Authors: Compiled by Don Gordon, in collaboration with Lorna McLean. Don and Lorna are Donald’s and
Christina’s GGG-grandchildren.

Summary
Christina and Donald McLean and their large family migrated from the Scottish highlands in 1837 and, after a few years
near Adelaide, they pioneered to Strathalbyn in 1842.
This document describes four burial grounds:• St Andrew’s church: No details are presented except that it was probably the burial place of the first person
with McLean connections – Robert Leslie in 1848.
• The Pioneers’ Cemetery: This was most active for less than three years, 1854 to 1856 - and less active up to
1864. There is no existing list, but we know that there were none with McLean connections because we have
accounted for all the deaths over those years.
• Strathalbyn General Cemetery, Parker Avenue: This was opened in 1856. There are many McLeans buried
there (we have yet to create a list) – notably a large memorial for Donald & Christina.
• Donald McLean’s burial ground: In his Will, Donald specified that a two-acre burial ground be established
near his home. He died in 1855 and was buried near Auchananda’s, the family homestead, but it is not known
exactly where he was buried. There is no information about a gravestone. Subsequently, no other people
were buried there.
..ooOOoo..

Before any official cemeteries
•

•

The first settlers started moving into the Strathalbyn district in 1839, and for several years there was no
designated cemetery. Before the town really began to take shape, if someone died, they might have been
buried near their homes in the countryside. “JW Elliott (‘Argus’, 1st June 1933) reported that ‘several bodies
found their last resting place near the original homestead, and one or two out in the lonely bush which then
surrounded Strathalbyn’. Also, the Hampden Ford on the River Angas, a little to the north of the town, was
another early burial place (Angas’, 15th Aug 1918)” (Simpson). There are no systematic records of these
burials.
In 1844, the town’s first church, St Andrews Presbyterian, was built and thereafter at least some burials took
place in the land adjacent to the church.
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•

•

We have yet to discover a list of the burials near the church. We are aware of only one, Robert Leslie: Robert Leslie died on 14th Jan 1848 in a severe flash flood at Strathalbyn.
 He was the first husband of Ann McLean. His was the first death with connections with our McLean
family tree in Australia. The second was Donald, buried near Auchanada’s in 1855. Many other
McLeans are in the Parker Avenue Cemetery.
 It is possible that Robert was buried alongside the St. Andrew's Church. There is no information
about any grave-marker and is it probable that his remains are under Sunter Street which was built,
before the commencement of the Pioneers’ Cemetery.
 “Robert is said to have been the first adult to die at Strathalbyn” (BRB p482).
“The remains of many are still under the present road near the bridge (St Andrew’s). Others were removed
and placed in the Pioneer’s Cemetery”. (Simpson)
..ooOOoo..

The Pioneer Cemetery

Name
•

What was this named, or commonly known as, in the 1880s? Maybe not ‘The Old Pioneers Cemetery’ – maybe
just ‘The cemetery’ or the ‘Coleman Rd Cemetery’.

Location
• “When Sunter St was put through the church cemetery, the Presbyterian Church in February 1854 purchased
one-acre block of land on the opposite side of the river on Colman Terrace as a replacement” (Simpson).
• It was on the riverbank, on the horse bend of the Angas River.
• It is now (2020) a plain grassed area and children’s playground opposite the old school grounds (now the
District Council Chambers), behind a bank (now the child health centre), and near the present swimming pool.
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Ownership & control
• “In a reminiscence of the 1840s and 1850s by Paul Martin, this area was a regular Aboriginal camping place”
(Simpson).
• 1841: This area was a portion of an original land grant to James Dawson and William Rankine.
• 1854: The Presbyterian Church purchased one-acre block of the land at a cost of 5 pounds. (Simpson).
• It was under the trusteeship of Donald Gollan, Alexander Stark, Mr Rankine, William Stephenson and Donald
Bell.
• 1856: The Parker Avenue cemetery was opened.
• 1864: The Old Pioneer’s Cemetery was formally closed.
• 1875: The Corporation leased it for 50 years.
• 1895: The Corporation took out a 100-year lease with St Andrew’s on the old cemetery – for one pound per
annum. It became part of the town’s parklands (Simpson).
• 1925: The lease was renewed.
• Over the years there was some confusion about the whole transaction and on several occasions the
Corporation offered to buy the site. At Church Meetings questions were frequently asked by concerned
Presbyterians but apparently the matter kept being put in the ‘too hard’ basket. Even Presbytery was not
helpful.
• 1970: Mr George Duguid was very upset because the Corporation had built a new road through the reserve.
• 1995: The lease expired and eventually, after several years of negotiation, the District Council agreed to
purchase the land for $18,000 and meet all costs incurred in the transfer. So, the land has passed out of the
possession of the Uniting Church.
Burials
• 1839: The plaque has it from 1839, but this is not correct.
• 1854: “The Presbyterian Church purchased the site in February 1854 and it served as the town’s main cemetery
(a private one) for the next few years. People of all denominations were buried here – there was no other
cemetery until the District Council opened a new public cemetery in Parker Avenue in 1856” (Simpson)..
• 1856: The Parker Avenue cemetery was opened.
• After 1856, occasional burials continued, if family members were already interred there.
• 1864: The Old Pioneers’ Cemetery was officially closed
• For many years old grave markers stood on the flat beside the river, neglected, badly weathered, steadily
decaying, and, except for a few, gradually crumbled away.
• The burial records for the Pioneers’ Cemetery were lost a long time ago, and no-one knows how many were
buried there, or the names of most of them.
• Only a few have been identified: Elizabeth Noye: “She died in January 1852 and her grave maker was transferred to the Parker Ave
cemetery in February 1939” (Simpson). Elizabeth was born about 1819. As she died before the
Pioneer Cemetery was established, she might have initially been interred next to the St Andrew’s
Church. Then her grave-marker was possibly among those that were transferred to the Pioneers’
Cemetery about 1854 when the road was built. So, Parker Ave Cemetery might have been the third
location of her grave marker. Her husband, William, died on 1st Nov 1872 and he is buried at Parker
Avenue. Their son, William Noye, erected a memorial for them both at plot 327 in Division 1.
 Phillipa Colman (or Coleman): She died in 1855 and her two children died in 1852. It was an imposing
headstone that was transferred to the new cemetery in February 1939 – Division 2, plot 459
(Simpson).
 William Colman (or Coleman). His was a very insignificant grave marker and was in a different part
of the cemetery from his wife, Phillipa and two children. He was one of the town’s best -known
pioneers as the former owner of the flourmill (Simpson). [research: Unfortunately, we have not
found a copy of the records of the registrations of the four deaths of this family] [research: Get a
photo of plot 2/459]
• How many? Comment by Don Gordon: There is not an existing list of burials but there may not have been a
large number because this cemetery only functioned for ten years: Before 1854: We have indications that Elizabeth Noye and Phillipa Colman’s two children were
buried there in 1852, before this cemetery was available but while, presumably, there were burials
next to the church. How could this be?
 1854 to 1856: 32 months from when the site was purchased in February 1854 until the first burial at
the new cemetery in October 1856 (Andrew Melville Walker). We know of only two – Elizabeth Noye
and Phillipa Colman. It is possible to estimate the number of deaths in the district in that time.
Probably not many.
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•

1856 to 1864 – Eight years until it was officially closed. During these years, “occasional burials
continued in the old cemetery for family members of those already interred there” (Simpson). This
would have been a small number because, presumedly, most people were buried in the new public
cemetery. None of these burials had a substantial gravestone. We know this because the only
above-ground relics found were for people buried before 1856.
 1864 to 1939: “Any remaining headstones were transferred to the new cemetery in February 1939”
(Simpson). This was just Elizabeth Noye & William & Phillipa Coleman and their two children – see
below.
[research: p22 of Lance Wakefield’s ‘Belvidere – Gateway to the Lakes’ – Trevor might have a copy.]

Closure
• Although a new cemetery (a public one belonging to the
District Council) was opened in October 1856 in Parker Ave,
occasional burials continued in the old cemetery for family
members of those already interred there (Simpson).
• 1864: It was officially closed in 1864.
• 1939: Any remaining headstones (‘above-ground relics’)
were removed to the new cemetery in February 1939 – just
Elizabeth, Noye & the Coleman family – see above.
• There are no indications that there were any exhumations
for relocation at the Parker Avenue Cemetery.
• 1962: A cairn was erected by public subscription to mark
the area. The plaque reads: “This cairn overlooks the site of the old Pioneers Cemetery, 1839-1864.” This is
not correct as it did not open until 1854.
..ooOOoo..

Strathalbyn General Cemetery, Parker Ave

Name
•
•

Officially it is called Strathalbyn General Cemetery.
It is commonly referred to as the Parker Avenue Cemetery.

Location
• Parker Avenue, Strathalbyn
• Part of old Country Section 2547.
Commencement
• A possible location for the town’s cemetery appeared in the early layout plans arising from the Angas Survey
when the plan of Strathalbyn was drawn up in 1840. [research: Check this] It was part of 75 acre Country
Section 2547. The final location of the Parker Avenue Cemetery might not have matched the exact position
originally envisioned within 2547.
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•
•

•

•
•

The new cemetery was officially established in 1856.
“Colonial Secretary’s office, Adelaide. 15th Feby 1855: By direction of His Excellency the officer administrating
the Government, I have the honor and authorise?? you to set apart for the purpose of a Public Cemetery,
section No 2547 near Strathalbyn.” (ref: Gepps Cross Research Centre, file 279/1855)
“Strathalbyn Cemetery – A public meeting of the settlers of Strathalbyn will be held in the school room,
Strathalbyn on Monday evening, April 9th at 7 o’clock, for the purpose of electing trustees over the land lately
granted to be used as a public cemetery. A full attendance is particularly requested – Frederick Horne,
Secretary” (Adelaide Observer, 31st March 1855, p8).
The first burial at the new cemetery was Andrew Melville Walker, whose headstone has that he was the “ﬁrst
in this cemetery" (BRB p16). He died in Mt Barker on 13th Oct 1856. [research: Get plot number photo]
The first person with a direct connection with the McLeans was Esther McLean, who died in May 1857. She
was the infant daughter of Hugh the elder. [research: Get plot number photo]

Burials
• There are at present xxxx burials there
• The plots associated with the McLeans are: Division 1, plot 82 - names xxx
 Division 1, plot 83 - names xxx
 Division 1, plot 84 – names xxx
 Lots of others xxxxx
 Appendix E has 28 with a McLean surname at Parker Avenue
Cemetery
 There are of course many others with McLean connections but buried under other surnames – eg
Dawson, Abercrombie, McRae, Janeway, Jeffreys, McDonald & Cheriton – and many others. We
don’t want everyone with these surnames, just those already on our website/family tree.
 [research: Work on the list by adding others with McLean connections]
 [research: Work on the list by adding plot numbers]
..ooOOoo..

Donald McLean’s burial ground
Donald’s Will
• On 2nd August 1855, six months before he died, Donald, made a codicil specifying, “I recommend my body to
be buried in my own land and near my own place secondly to leave two acres of land for the family as a burial
ground for them and their generations after them without any encumbrances whatsoever thirdly I appoint Mr
John Cheriton of the River Angas and Mr Hugh McDonald of the Finiss River both in the Province of South
Australia as my trustees regards to two acres of land out of section 2605 in the Hundred of Strathalbyn and in
the county of Hindmarsh and in the Province of South Australia”.
• He signed the original Will on 6th January 1846. This codicil was on 2nd April 1855. He died on 11th Oct 1855.
Probate was on 30th April 1856.
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Donald’s burial
• Death: He died at home, Auchanada’s on 11th October 1855.
• Funeral: He was buried two days after he died. There were many people at his funeral.
 “The typescript by E.M.S. of the Matthew
Rankine diaries (he was then of "Woodbum",
Angas Plains) states that on 11/10/1855 he
received a letter informing him of the death of
Donald McLean. In those days people were
invited to funerals. Matthew wrote that he
rode his horse Blossom to the Donald McLean
house, starting at noon on the 13th and that many people had gathered for the funeral and that
Donald was buried near his house and on his own land and that afterwards the Will was read.
Whether Donald was re-interred at the present cemetery or left in his original grave is not now
known” (BRB p16). [research: Get a copy of the actual diary entry]
 Will: It is significant that Matthew Rankine (a non-relative) made a note in his diary that the Will was
read after the funeral. [research: Check that this is what his diary stated] Was it read out to many
people, or just to a small private gathering. Was it all read out – every word and every codicil? Had
Donald explained things beforehand. Most of the family would have been aware of the flurry of
codicils in his last weeks, but not the contents. There would have been some surprises and some
shocks (eg Hugh the elder getting nothing).
• Where: Matthew Rankine’s diary entry confirms that Donald was actually buried ‘near my own place’ (near
Auchanada’s). This is what he had specified in the codicil.
• Gravestone: Was his plot marked in some way? It would be surprising if the family did not erect a substantial
monument – to match his status as the head of a large family and pioneer – and to reflect his vision of the
start of a significant family burial ground.
• Remains: Although Donald is named on the table-top gravestone in the Strathalbyn cemetery – there is no
confirmation that he was exhumed from near Auchananda’s and re-buried. So, his remains are still there –
maybe under one of the houses in Langhorne Creek Road.
Official
• Did the executors (Edward Stirling & Allan McLean) and the trustees (John Cheriton & Hugh McDonald)
actually arrange for this burial ground to be gazetted or in any other way get it officially established.
• Donald wanted John Cheriton and Hugh McDonald to be trustees to oversee the process of creating and
maintaining the burial ground because he was aware that it was a process that would require some special
attention. Otherwise he would have left it to be another task for the executors to follow through. These
trustees were his sons-in-law - John was the husband of Donald’s daughter Jane, and Hugh was the husband
of Rachel.
• When did it cease to be designated as a burial ground?
• What is the present status of this land?
Possible location of Donald’s burial ground
Auchananda’s
Location:
• We do not know if Donald had a particular site in mind for his burial
ground. Had he had spoken with the trustees or any other
members of his family.
• His codicil indicated the following criteria: “on my own land”
 “near my own place”
 On Country Section 2605
 2 acres in size
• The diagram on the right is from Gremmel, page 51.
• Country acre 2605 was about 75 acres, so where exactly within that
section should have the burial ground be located.
• Donald owned Country Sections 2603 and 2605 which are next to
each other. His ‘own place’ was the Auchananda’s homestead on 2603. The homestead was in the southern
corner of 2603, between the river and the road – the northern bank of the Angas River and the southern side
of the Langhorne Creek Road. ‘Auchananda’s is about 100 or so metres from the boundary of 2605, and thus
can be described as ‘near my own place’.
• The Langhorne Creek Road cuts across 2603, and marks the southern boundary of 2605.
WW - E66 - Places - McLean burials in Strathablyn - page

6 of 17

•

•

•
•

•

•

There is one point that meets all the criteria: There is where three things meet – the south-west corner of
2603, the Langhorne Creek Road, and the southern corner of 2605. This is the spot on 2605 that is nearest to
the homestead. This is pretty clear.
Now the challenge is that, over the years, subdividing and suburbanizing of farmland has changed property
boundaries. How can we identify the exact place where those three things meet in the present-day street
layout. This point is clear on the diagram but it is not so clear in the satellite view.
Fortunately, because Langhorne Creek Road has always been the southern boundary of 2605, we know that
the burial ground must be on the northern side of this road.
Maybe it is near 20 Langhorne Creek Road. This is 150 metres from Auchananda’s and thus “near my own
place”. [research: Can the District Council show the meeting point of the old 2603 & 2605 on the Langhorne
Creek Road?]
One complicating factor is that it appears that Hugh the elder’s family described it as “close to the back of the
family home Auchananda’s when considering the place to bury little Esther (BRB 205). We need to pay
attention to this because it was a contemporary observation by close family members who had a direct
interest in the location of the burial ground, just two years after Donald had died. The back of the homestead
would be near the riverbank that is on the opposite side and clearly away from 2605. Maybe the source used
by BRB was loose with their words because they might not have known how important this distinction was.
We are left wondering.
Donald also owned Country Section 2602 which is next to 2603 as can be seen in the diagram. Next to 2602
is 2547 that has a possible cemetery. The northern corner of the cemetery meets the southern corner of 2603
– which is where Auchananda’s was. So, the cemetery is “near my own home”. However, it is clear that the
cemetery is not Donald’s burial ground because it is not on 2605, and also is on the other side of the river.
This is an early diagram that might have differed from the actual location of the Parker Avenue Cemetery
when it was eventually established. The Parker Avenue Cemetery is within 2547, but probably not precisely
where the early diagram indicated. The early diagram was drawn before Parker Avenue was created. As
things worked out, Auchananda’s was 450 metres (as the crow flies) from the Parker Avenue Cemetery - and
600 meters from where we think his burial ground was – so it is clear that the Donald’s burial ground did not
become the official Strathalbyn General Cemetery.

Donald’s vision
• It is not known what Donald had in mind, but we can make some considered speculations.
• When Donald was arranging his codicil, he was probably getting frail – he was 76 years old and he died six
months later.
• He was thinking of arrangements for his own burial.
• He might not have been keen on being buried in the Pioneer’s Cemetery which was nearing the end of its use.
• However, he might have been aware of the plans for a new public cemetery at Parker Avenue. It had been
officially approved less than two months before Donald signed the codicil, and there was a public meeting
announced a few days before he signed, and the meeting was held a week after.
• He might have been thinking beyond his own burial, to creating a place where his descendants could be
remembered. The codicil has for the family “for them and their generations after them”.
• He might have preferred that his descendants be in their own burial ground rather than a public cemetery,
especially in view of the current state of the existing cemetery (Pioneers’) in the middle of the town.
• Two acres is more extensive than would be required for a few family members – Donald must have been
allowing for many deaths over many generations.
• Apparently, he did not go a step further and arrange for a significant monument for himself or in other ways
create a grand physical symbol of his vision.
• Scottish practices:
 Donald does not seem to have been referencing any Scottish traditions. There were only three
cemeteries within 15 kms of Blaich and Duisky - Cille Mhaodain, Church at North Corran and the
Corpach Kirk. The 15 kms is not an impossible distance, but, considering the limited means of
transport, and the need to bury the body quickly, it would not be surprising if burials were close to
where people were living. However, we have no specific indications that this was a practice around
the southern shores of Loch Eil.
 Donald & Christina experienced the infant deaths of two of their children before they migrated Mary in 1813 and Anne in 1820. It is not known how they were buried but it is possible that it was
in an unofficial burial place near to their home.
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•

•

•

Early local practices:
 Donald was doing what some other settlers had been doing - “several bodies found their last resting
place near the original homestead” (Simpson). Donald differed in that he was formalizing this and
two acres was more than a lonely grave in the bush.
Previous burials:
 At the back of his mind were burials of his two baby daughters so many years ago in Scotland.
 In sharper focus would the accidental deaths of Mary’s husband, Adam Abercrombie (who Donald
had chosen as one of his executors), and their three little children – Adam 2 years, Christina 8 years
& Mary 1 year. He had a close relationship with this family when he stayed with them on his visits
to Adelaide. The four died around the time that Donald was there when he was subject to the
highway robbery in 1849. Although this was six years before Donald’s own death, the trauma of the
deaths and the closeness he felt, meant that it was still in his mind when he was wondering how best
to memorialise his descendants.
 Another infant, Archibald’s son, Archibald Sinclair, died a few months before Donald.
Vision:
 Donald’s initiative gives us a glimpse into his sense of his own place in the family history and the
future generations.
 Branch: Did it ever cross Donald’s mind that he was founding another branch of the Clan McLean.
He was the progenerator. A dynasty. Was he thinking that way? As things have worked out, it is
doubtful whether we, the many thousands of descendants over seven generations, can claim to be
a branch of Clan McLean. Certainly everything has shaped up differently from the clan structures
back in Scotland in the 1600s and 1700s The world had moved on. We can claim a clear lineage and
certainly Donald’s arrival in Australia and settling in Strathalbyn was a pivotal point. However, we
lack some of the characteristics of the branches in Ardgour or Blaich – location and identity. Although
Donald and Christina’s large family and many children were a significant presence around the
Strathalbyn district, they soon spread out and few were left there after the third generation. His
descendants do not identify themselves as a distinct group.
 If this was his thinking, why didn’t he ensure that more information was retained about his kinship
back in Scotland. (We wish.)

Subsequent deaths
• Donald was the only one buried at his family graveyard. The people most likely to have been buried there
would have been his children and their families, so let’s look at what happened over the next decade or so.
• The first of his grandchildren to die after him was Esther Sibley McLean, daughter Hugh the elder and Christina
(nee Black), who died as a one year old on 15th May 1857. This little girl was born a few months before Donald
died and she died 19 months after him. There were apparently some members of the extended family who
were wanting Esther to be being buried near her grandfather. Hugh must have felt the pressure, but he
resisted this. We know this because his biography stated that “the McLeans have objected strongly to a
cemetery so close to the back of the family home Auchanada’s“ The issue was resolved when “they had
accepted the inevitable … [and Esther] … may have been the infant McLean buried at the then newly opened
cemetery at Strathalbyn. …… A later newspaper reported that soon after the opening they had buried one of
their own there” (BRB p205) Hugh’s resistance to the idea of a burial ‘so close to the back of the family home’
might have also been because Hugh and Donald had fallen out in Donald’s final years. Hugh was imprisoned
for horse stealing in November 1853. Earlier that month (so the connection might not quite be there), Donald
deliberately cut Hugh him out of his Will with a codicil. Hugh was sentenced to 18 months gaol, but was
released after nine months due to public pressure. [research: Where is this ‘later newspaper?] [research:
Get confirmation that Esher was buried at the Strath Cemetery – or MIlang]
• Esther’s burial set the pattern and the families probably gave little further consideration to burials at Donald’s
burial ground.
• Ten months after Esther, Rachel Jeffreys, a daughter of Ann, died as a one year old. She was buried at the
Belvidere Cemetery.
• there. The family did not share Donald’s vision of a family graveyard. The big new public cemetery was
opened in Parker Avenue in the year after his death.
•
• None of Donald’s own children died within a few decades of his death, but two of their spouses died within a
few years - James Keating, the first husband of Margaret, died in 1860 in Victoria, and Ann Soward Janeway,
wife of Archibald, died in 1861 in Mt Gambier.
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•

•
•

Then nine years after Donald died, three of John’s children died within a few months in 1864 - Margaret Ruth
at 11 years, John James at 7 years and Eliza Ann at 2 years. They were buried in the Parker Avenue Cemetery.
[research: Check this]
Another grandchild, Margaret, a daughter of Hugh the younger, died at 5 years, in the same year as Christina.
Donald’s wife, Christina died in 1869 which is 13 years after him. She would have been the one most likely to
have been buried with her husband. But this did not happen. Maybe she did not want this, nor did her
children. By then, Donald’s vision had long been discarded.
..ooOOoo..
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Satellite views of cemeteries
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The Old Pioneers’ Cemetery, the possible location of Donald’s burial ground, and the Parker Ave Cemetery
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Diagram of Country Sections 2602, 2603, 2605 & 2547
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Strathalbyn Cemetery – general layout
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Strathalbyn Cemetery – plot diagram
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Strathalbyn Cemetery – McLean plots
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Appendix B
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Appendix C
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Plot annotations
Appendix D
Parker Ave Cemetery, Strathalbyn
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