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www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com
This is one of a series of research notes which should be read in conjunction with each other. Look at ‘C10 - Setting
the Scene’ in Small Print on the left of the homepage which has a summary of each set of notes. - so this is a good
overview of how we have been researching our McLeans. Importantly, C10 also provides background information
and explains concepts which arise throughout our research.
Our other notes which are of particular relevance to this article about Ardgour are:E20 ‘Blaich & Duisky’
E30 ‘Kilmallie & Lochaber’
E40 ‘Tour guide for Fort William, Blaich & Duisky’:
F30 ‘Maclean lairds of Ardgour’
..ooOOoo..

Summary
purpose & highlights
Donald McLean was born in Blaich in 1779 and leased the adjacent Duisky Estate. These locations are on the shores
of Loch Eil on the northern side of the Ardgour. The McLeans have been in Ardgour for seven centuries, with an
unbroken line of lairds. However, Donald, his wife Christina McPhee, and their children migrated to South Australia
in 1837.
Ardgour is in the Western Highlands of Scotland bounded by Loch Eil, Loch Linnhe, Morvern and Sunart When people
talk about Ardgour, sometimes they are talking generally about the whole district, sometimes about the estate which
includes many farms (notably Sallachan Farm) and sometimes we are talking specifically about Ardgour House.
For a long time, the Ardgour District was the same as the Ardgour Estate because it was all under one ownership –
the Macleans. However, half was sold in 1858, and other parts have been sold more recently (including Ardgour
House) and so, although a large area still is retained by the Macleans, there are now many owners of many smaller
properties.
In these notes, we describe the various locations, features, structures and populations of the area.

E25 - Places - Ardgour – the district, the estate, the house & Sallachan Farm - v4- page 1

Source: xxxx

Ardgour – the district
Summary xxxxxx
Name: The name ‘Ardgour’ comes from Scottish Gaelic ‘Àird Ghobhar’ which means ‘Height of the goats’.
Status: This is a district within the ward of Lochaber in Argyllshire in the Scottish Highlands.
Location & boundaries
• “The district is bounded N and E by Loch Eil, S by Morvern, SW by Sunart, and NW by Loch Shiel” (Groome).
• “It is on the Ardnamurchan peninisula. The modern term Ardgour, together with Kingairloch, is applied to a
large area of countryside around the village, from the Glensanda Superquarry, Kingairloch and Kilmalieu in
the south and west (bordering Morvern and Sunart districts), up to Conaglen, Stroncreggan, Treslaig,
Camasnagaul, Achaphubuil, Blaich, Duisky, Garvan and Drumfin in the north (bordering Glenfinnan). Until
1829 Ardgour was part of Kilmallie Parish - the largest in Scotland - at which time a Quoad Sacra Parish (QSP)
- 'Ballachulish & Corran of Ardgour' - was formed, together with Ballachilish, in Inverness-shire across Loch
Linnhe. Parliamentary churches were built at Creag Mhor, Ballachulish and Ardgour with the Manse at the
former. Ardgour and Ballachulish became Parishes in their own rights in 1894. Ardgour took in Kingairloch
when this was dis-joined from Lismore and Appin Parish in 1911.” (Wikipedia)
• Groome: “Ardgour, a hamlet and district of N Argyllshire. The hamlet lies near Corran Ferry, at the nexus
between Loch Linnhe and Loch Eil, 10 miles SSW of Fort William; and has a post office with money order,
savings bank, and telegraph departments. A church, erected here in 1829 by parliamentary commissioners,
is the quoad sacra parish of Ballachulish and Ardgour; it’s minster receives 60 pounds a year from the Royal
Bounty grant and 20 pounds from heritors. Ardgour House is in the vicinity. The district is bounded N and E
by Loch Eil, S by Morven, SW by Sunart and NW by Loch Shiel. It’s length, from NNE to SSW, is 13 miles; and
its breadth varies from 8 to 11 miles. It’s surface is wildly upland and culminates in Sgor Dhomhail (ScuirDonald) at an altitude of 2915 feet above sea-level. A parliamentary road commences on its E coast at Corran
Ferry, and goes south-westward through its interior to Strontian. Population of registration district of Corran
of Ardgour (1891) 277” (Groome: p64).
Size :
• About 100,000 acres.
Early description:
• Timothy Pont gave one of the earliest descriptions of the area in the 1580s and 1590s (National Library of
Scotland, page 86v-87r).
• “Ardgaur followeth nixt upon the firth, westward and nearer the sea. …. Cowl is the principall dwelling, hard
upon the sea. ther are dyvers glennis in that cowntrey, altho it be of smal extente. the principal is Conglen
sum 12 myles of lenth, whair is abowndance of good pastur and plentie of firrwood, of great and fair timmer.
upon the southsyd of thir glen, ther is another called Glen-Scaffadell, ther being a ledge of hills betuix the two
glennis. ther is good firrwood upon the water of Scaffadill easie to be transported, the wholl baronie of
Ardgowr is 25 merk land. Thair is the uthir glen called Glen-gour, wherin is a freshe water Loch, and salmon
fishing as in the former, the river Gour runneth throch Glengaur, the wholl cowntrey is a great deall better
for pasture than for cornis”.
• = “Ardgour followeth next upon the loch, westward and nearer the sea. …. Cowl is the principal dwelling,
hard upon the sea. There are many glens in that area, although it is a small area. The principal is Conglen
some 12 miles away. There is an abundance of good pasture and plenty of firewood, of great and fair timber.
upon the south side of the glen. There is another called Glen-Scaffadell, where a ledge of hills between the
two glens. There is good fire wood upon the water of Scaffadill, easily transported. The whole barony of
Ardgour is 25 merk land. There is the other glen called Glen-gour, where there is a fresh water lake, and
salmon fishing as in the former. The river Gour runs through Glengaur. The whole area is a great deal better
for pasture than for corn”.

Terrain (& physical features)
•
•
•

“Its surface is wildly upland, and culminates in Sgòr Dhomhail (Scuir-Donald) at an altitude of 2915 feet above
sea-level.” (Groome)
There is a narrow strip around the loch shores before it rises sharply into the mountains. This strip is
xxxmetres at its narrowest and 1??? Km at its broadest part. The strip has farmland xxxx
Sgurr na h Eanchainne (730m) directly to the north – mountain climbing
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•
•
•

•

Lady Margaret's Cave lies in the mountainside behind Ardgour House. This might have been named after
the wife of the 13th Laird, Alexander
Echoes: “There is an echo in the face of the hill Succoth, immediately behind Ardgour House” (Fraser p420)
…..
McLean’s Towel
You can get a glimpse of this waterfall to the left, behind
Ardgour House.
This spectacular waterfall cascades from a corrie (a
semi-circular hollow) on the mountain-side behind
Ardgour House. It is formed by the confluence of the
innumerable burns which fall off Sgurr na h Eanchainne.
It is named for its appearance.
It is said that the Macleans will leave Ardgour when the
waterfall dries up but the rainfall in Ardgour has never
failed
the
family
yet.
(http//ardgourestate.co.uk/ardgour-estate)
Photo from Ardgour Estate
Gaelic: Tubhailt Mhic ic Eoghain
(ardgourestate.co.uk) PERMISSION
REQUIRED
Loch Eil & Loch Linnhe: The loch was the focus of many activities. They fished for herring and salmon and
also collected kelp. Seals and porpoises are frequently seen on the loch.

Buildings (and facilities in the neighbourhood)
•

•

•

“In 1881 there was a post office with money order, savings' bank, and telegraph departments, church (erected
in 1829) and a parliamentary road commences on its E coast at Corran Ferry, and goes south-westward
through its interior to Strontian” (Groome). Interestingly, Groome does not mention any roads going north
along Loch Linnhe and then west along Loch Eil past Blaich – maybe it was just a track and not worth
mentioning.
Villages
 Clovullin
 Auchphubil
 In 1975, Douglas MacLean described, “In the Glen there is a small village consisting of school, store
and cottages….. and further along the shore is Ardgour Village consisting of the ferry terminal for
Corran Ferry where it crosses the ‘narrows’, also a Pub, a Post Office, numerous cottages and a
Church, and a Graveyard. Near the ferry terminal is the Lighthouse, ‘Tigh Solus’ to guide the shipping
through the loch at its most dangerous point.” (BRB p4).
 Nearby, but not in Ardgour – Caol Glenfinnan, Fessburn – see ‘Other places of our MacLeans in
Scotland’.
Graveyards:□
One at the Ardgour (where honor rolls and gravestones record many MacLeans - the Christian
names are repeated - Alexander, Donald, Hew, Hugh, Ewan, John, Archibald, etc) church.
□
Cille Mhaodain cemetery: The other MacLean cemetery is further along the road with Rowan trees
guarding the entrance – it is walled, 200 yards from the road. Latitude 56.74002, longitude 5.25148. There are none of our McLeans here.
□
Under the road within Clovulin
□
Macmaster’s graveyard: In Fiona McLean’s story she states ‘There is a clump of trees in a ﬁeld just
by Ardgour House called MacMasters’ graveyard’ - but where is it? and what can be seen there?
□
Blaich
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Corpach church (not Ardgour)
Old Cemetery - Gaelic named cemetery
□
Cemetery underneath the road at Clovulin (ref: Gibson, 250, from Fiona McLean)
□
Information: www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gsr&GScid=2445457
Around Blaich & Duisky - waste centre, power station, etc xxx
Post office
Corran landing
 Corran ferry: You will put the vehicle on a ferry to get across to the other side of the loch. The ferry
runs every half hour. It is just a couple of hundred metres, taking a few minutes. It costs about 8
pounds and bookings are not required. For more information, phone +44 (0)7789 517990 and
http://www.lochabertransport.org.uk/TransportinLochaber/PublicTransport/Ferries/CorranFerry.
 Landing: At this spot in 1420, the ferryman MacGurraclaich was hung by his own oars by the
McLeans when they attacked the MacMasters and took over Ardgour. They were led by Donald
McLean (‘Strong Donald, The Hunter’) who was assisted by his grandfather, MacDonald of
Kingerloch from nearby Morvern. The MacMaster chief tried to escape and pleaded to the ferryman
to row him across to Corran. The ferryman did not help and when the McLeans came looking for the
chief, MacGurraclaich thought that they would be pleased with him. But the McLeans hung him
because his disloyalty to the MacMasters indicated that he might be disloyal to the McLeans. Then
the McLeans chased MacMaster and murdered him. This is how the McLeans came to possess the
area. (‘Jump where the wall is lowest’)
Lighthouse
Sallachan Farm – see below
Ardgour House – see below
Schools – see our separate notes ‘Blaich & Duisky’
Holiday accommodation
Shops
Other community services
Blaich – see separate notes ‘Blaich & Duisky’
Duisky – see separate notes ‘Blaich & Duisky’
Tourist accommodation
Farm lands & forests
Churches
 Ardgour parish church: This was built in 1832. Donald’s family would have been aware of this
major event, but we can only guess whether they would have attended as it was 9 miles from
Duisky. There is a cemetery in the grounds – but none of our McLeans.
 Blaich church – see separate notes ‘Blaich & Duisky’.
 Corpach – this is not in Ardgour but has been included in our notes about – see separate notes
‘Blaich & Duisky’.
Nearby, but not in Ardgour
 Ben Nevis
 Fort William
 Glensanda Superquarry at Kingerloch – granite mine
 Kingerloch
• The seat of the Lord of the Isles – or was this Ardtgotish???
• Where Donald the Hunter’s grandfather was living
• Where Donald was told to “Jump where the wall is lowest”
Conaglen House: This estate was purchased from the McLeans in 1858 after the death of Alexander, the
13th Laird of Ardgour. It was purchased by the Earl of Morton and has Douglas clan connections.
Accommodation: To stay here, phone +44 (0)1855 841321 and www.conaglen.co.uk.
Residence of RM McLean: [research: Is this Robin’s home – or is he at Sallachan Farm?]
Cuil Moss cottage:
 This is tourist accommodation - phone +44 (0)75956 01799 and www.ardgourestate.co.uk.
 There is a wonderful aerial view of this area, taken by a drone, of Cuil Moss Cottage and McLean
Towel - but does not include Ardgour House - Video: ardgourestate.co.uk/visit-ardgour-video
Roads: The A861 is a bituminized road but narrow, so traffic must pull to one side to allow others to pass or
overtake. In Donald’s day this would have been a rutted track where you would come across people walking
and an occasional horse and cart taking produce to Fort William.
Gorston cottage
□
□

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•
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56° 47′ 13.85″ N, 5° 10′ 57.04″ W or 56.787815N, 5.181991W
at Goirtean a’ Chladaich.

An old "black house" that would have had a thatched roof which
was later replaced with the present slates
“An interesting assortment of traditional croft houses is still to be
found along Ardgour’s steep-sided, tree-fringed shoreline to north
and south east of the Narrows, though many lie abandoned today.
At the foot of Meall Ruadh, Gorston (Goirtean) Cottage is a good
example of the mid-19th-century Lochaber type, its rounded angles
squared off at the wallhead to support a steep-piended slate roof
in lieu of thatch” (Notes by RCAHMS with their notes for the Blaich
Church - taken from "Western Seaboard: An Illustrated
Architectural Guide", by Mary Miers, 2008. Published by the
Rutland Press http://www.rias.org.uk).

Photo taken in 2005 by Mike and Kirsty
Grundy – PERMISSION REQUIRED

•

Others
..ooOOoo..

Changes
• In the 1700s xxxx
• In the early 1800s xxxx
• How it is today xxxxx

Population – size and spread – and changes:
•

•

248 people in 1881 in the registration district of Corran of Ardgour (Groome). Comment: This is a small
number for this area even though we know it was not populous. It is a question of what locations are
included within ‘Corran of Ardgour’ – we assume it incorporates the crofts around Clovulin, Inverscaddle,
Blaich, Archaphubuil, and Garven.
In the 1841 census, the most common surnames in Argyll were Campbell 4.9%, MacDonald 4%, MacLean 4%
& Cameron 4%, MacIntyre 2.6% and MacMilllan 2.1% (Old Scottish Genealogy & Family History - see
appendix B)
..ooOOoo..

ARDGOUR – the estate and Sallachan Farm
Summary:

xxxxxxx

Originally the Ardgour District and Ardgour Estate is the same entity but they need to be considered separately
because they became separate in the past two centuries.

Location, boundaries and size – Northern half (before 1858)_:
•
•
•

Originally it was roughly rectangular. It extended from Loch Eil in the north, Loch Linnhe in east, Morvern
on the south and Sunart on the west.
It was initially 40,000 hectares and is now 18,000 hectacres.
Size: “What was the original extent of the Ardgour possessions, I have no means of knowing, but probably
the same as to-day, which is fifty thousand acres” (JP McLean p272). The BRB stated that it was 100,000
acres but now (in 1995) is 45,000 acres (BRB, p4-6&31 and p5-19). The Strachan map of 1858 shows a huge
area as the property of laird Alexander McLean – a rough estimate in excess of 85 squ miles (54,000 acres)
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•

“Its length, from NNE to SSW, is 13 miles; and its breadth varies from 8 to 11 miles” (Groome). This would
be at least 104 square miles (about 26,000 hectares or 67,000 acres). This is consistent with the Strachan
map of 1858 which appears to show the Ardgour estate as 54,000 acres and lists a total of about 47,000
acres for the other locations – a total of 101,000 acres.

•

After 1858, Strachan mapped 17 farms as follows:




Along the southern shores of Loch Eil
•
Cregag – 505 acres
•
Calap – 2909 acres
•
Dalriach – 1211 acres
•
Mealdabh – 1411 acres
•
Altlaig – 1044 acres
•
Drumfern – 1002 acres
•
North Garbhan – 3902 acres
•
South Garbhan – 3234
•
North Duiskie – 748
•
South Duiskie – 4481
•
Blaich – 3869
•
Achphubil – 1362
West shores of Loch Linnhe
• Trinsleg – 742
• Stroucrigan – 2474
• Dalindrein – 2604
• Inverscadale – 4884
• Corlarach and Craundalich (Conglen) – 104494

Map by T Strachan in 1858 – source NRS – 00747-00003-00001
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Google satellite view - 2017

Ordnance Survey 100041182

Ownership (& rents):
•

•
•

•

•
•

Succession from 1420: The property has been in McLean hands, handed down to the eldest son, for seven
centuries. The unbroken sequence of 18 Lairds is detailed in our ‘The Lairds of Ardgour’. The present laird
is Robin.
It was originally about 40,000 hectares but sections have been sold over the centuries:Blaich branch started in 1480: Sixty years after Donald ‘The Hunter’ conquered Ardgour, his grandson
(Hector, the third son of Ewen, the 2nd Laird) became the progenitor of a new branch. We call this this first
Blaich family but, in effect, Blaich might have remained under the control of the Laird of Ardgour as this this
branch petered out after xxx years.
In 1700 the 8th Laird divided the Ardgour property and gave the North East portion to his second son and
created the Barony of Blaich. This was the second family – it is ‘our’ line. (ref: quote from Douglas MacLean
in 1975, BRB 4) [research: This year needs to be checked because the 8th died before 1700] . This line also
petered out not long before the birth of our Donald and Ardgour resumed control.
In 1845, McGillvray (p123) stated that “The average rent of arable land is about L. l, 10s, per acre; the average
rent for grazing a cow is L 2 per annum; the rate per ewe is from 2s. to 8s. per annum.”
Halved in 1858:
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•

•
•

Soon after Donald’s birth, Alexander, the 14 th Laird sold the northern half of Ardgour, including
Blaich & Duisky, to the Earl of Morton of the Douglas Clan.
 This change is shown in the Strachan’s map (above). The map shows a large area as ‘Ardgour, the
property of Alexn Maclean Esq’ which is outlined, but no details. This contrasts with the rest of the
map which provides details of properties north of Alexander’s property – 17 estates with their
boundaries, mountains, forests, rivers, crofts and buildings. Morton renamed his newly purchased
estate as Conaglen. The map names one on the estates as Conaglen but it might be that the whole
of the detailed area is Conaglen. This seems to be the case because:▪ The BRB (p8) stated that Duisky was owned by Morton in 1933
▪ Robertson (p 3) stated that at least Duisky and Garvan were within the Congalen estate in
2008.
▪ The Clan Douglas website (www.douglashistory.co.uk) states that the Conaglen Estate is
40,000 acres.
 Half: The estates in the detailed area totaled almost 47,000 acres and, on the map, this looks about
the same size as Alexander’s property – so, together, this was about 100,000. So, it still left about
50,000 acres hectares in McLean hands.
 Value: It could be argued that Alexander had sold the better half to Morton – this is a matter of
judgement:▪ The area the Macleans retained included the township of Clovullin, the ferry landing, some
crofts and Ardgour House (but this latter has since been sold).
▪ The area sold to Morton was more estates and better farming land. For example, Blaich
had more crofts and more cottages – this intensity is indicative of the quality and extent
of arable land.
▪ Much of the remaining 45,000 acres are mountainous and of no economic value for
farming – just for hiker and tourists.
Ardgour House sold in 1996: The estate reduced again when Ardgour House and some 6 acres was sold was
sold by Robin, the 18th Laird to Graeme Cox. The rest of the estate remains in MacLean hands. It is still about
18,000 hectares (45,000 acres) [research: Check this] but of what economic value?
It became known as Sallachan Farm.
Comparison: The estate remains the largest expanse of McLean properties in the Western Highlands and
Isles. See our ‘Macleans and the Jacobite Uprisings’.

Rent (& proprietors in 1792) (Fraser p432):
•
•

The valued rent of the Kilmallie parish, was 434 pounds 14 shillings and 4 pence Stirling
The real gross rent was about 5200 pounds which is comprised of lands rent at 4723 pounds 8 shillings and
11 pence, salmon fishing upon the River Lochy at about 230 pounds, still water fishing at about 27 pounds,
houses rent at about 200 pounds.

•

Proprietors in the parish of Kilmallie
1792 - Fraser
Mr Cameron of Locheile (non-resident) - superior was Dukes of Argyll &
Gordon
Mr McLean of Ardgour (non-resident) – superior was Duke of Argyll & Crown
Duke of Gordon
(non-resident) – superior was the Crown
Mr Cameron of Fassfern (resident) – superior was Dukes of Argyll & Gordon
Mr Cameron of Glenevis (resident) – superior was Duke of Gordon
Mr Cameron of Kinlochleven (resident) – superior was Duke of Gordon

1835 - McGillivary
Mr Cameron of Lochiel
Colonel McLean of Ardgour
Sir Duncan Cameron of
Fessfern
Mt Patrick Cameron of Glenevis
Mr John Cameron of Berbice

Kinlochleven =
Berbice =
• Up to the late 1800s, property was owned by very few, who controlled vast areas of land. And ownership
rarely changed hands. For the whole of In Kilmallie, there were just 6 proprietors in 1792 and the same ones
in 1835 (with one exception). “Changes of property are not frequent; not above three instances having
occurred within these 150 years” (Fraser p432).
• In 1792, Fraser stated (p432) that Mr McLean of Ardgour was one of just six proprietors in the parish of
Kilmallie. His properties were valued at about 78 pounds (18% of all the properties) and the real rent was
about 1663 pounds (35% of the rent within Kilmallie). The superiors of the Ardgour properties were the
Duke of Argyll and Crown but “Ardgour does not hold so much of the Crown, as entitles him to a vote” (Fraser
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p 432). The other proprietors were the Duke of Gordon, and the Camerons of Glenevis, Fassfern,
Kinlochleven and Lochielle – with the latter being the proprietor of 58% of the valuation and 32% of the real
rent. Ardgour was not residing in Ardgour – in fact only three of the six proprietors were residing on their
lands – with Locheil and Gordon being the other absentees.

Farms
•

•

In 1792, Fraser stated (p433) that there were 93 farms throughout the Kilmallie parish. Lochiele had 54 and
18 belonged to Ardgour. Of these 18, the rent on two farms was 100 pounds each, two were 260 pounds
each, one was 340 pounds and the lowest were 30 pounds each. We do not know which of these rates apply
to Duisky and Blaich.
We think that these 18 farms correspond closely to the 17 shown on the map by Strachan of 1858. The farm
boundaries probably changed little over the 64 years since Fraser’s report because the owners were
substantially the same over this period. Fraser’s list of owners in 1792 is the same as McGillivray’s list in
1835 except that Duke of Gordon who had ceased to owner Fort William. “Changes of property are not
frequent; not above three instances having occurred within these 150 years” (p432).

Structures:

In addition to Ardgour House, the following structures were noted by Douglas Maclean in 1975 (BRB

p4)
• Home farm - presumedly this was what is now called Sallachan Farm. The farm home is a three-sided building
around a central courtyard. It is two-stories with a harled elevation and slate roofs. It is north-west of
Ardgour House
• Two leased farms
• Two Dower houses (high houses) – In 1975, one was private residence and the other, ‘Ardvulin’, was run as
bed and breakfast and tourist accommodation. (A dower house is a dwelling that is intended by the widowed
mother of the owner of an ancestral estate.)
• A number of crofts of 4 to 16 acres
• Some common land.
• About ten workmen’s cottages are scattered over the estate
• Two keepers’ cottages are let as holiday and tourist accommodation.

Residents
•
•

•

Ardgour House was the seat of the Lairds of Ardgour for at least 4 centuries.
In 1975 the estate of Ardgour was owned and occupied by Miss Catriona MacLean, an elderly spinster who
lived in her three-story home, Ardgour House. Catriona’s sister lived in one of the Dower houses and other
houses were for tourists and farm workers.
Now in 2017, Ardgour house is tourist accommodation and the current laird, Robin, and his wife, Fiona, live
at Sallachan Farm

Terrain (& land use)
•
•
•
•
•

●

The estate is mountainous country
Arable land
Rivers
Loch side
“200 acres of ﬂat pasture are cut for silage. This is stored in a huge barn. Cattle are penned under cover at
each end, for the winter. They push the steel gates forward, and so the operation is a large scale self feeder.
On an occasional ﬁne day, they are turned outdoors, as in summer. Then comes the mighty task, compared
only with the Greek myth of Hercules, of clearing the stables. The sheep gradually come down from the
Highlands, as the snow falls. Deer run, in a more than semi wild state. They are shot in season, culling the
herd for venison.”
Timber: In 1835, Rev McGillvray reported, ‘On Ardgour’s properties there is a good deal of oak wood, and
kept in the best order, particularly by Colonel McLean of Ardgour, who is enthusiastically fond of wood. He
has several spots planted with fir, well enclosed, which no doubt will be profitable hereafter. In the
meantime, it is a great ornament to the country’ (ref p120)

Events
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•

•
•

Apart from the events of 1420 when Donald, ‘The Hunter’ as he was later called, and his grandfather
conquered the area, there have not been any major events. This contrasts with most other MacLean
properties, notably on Mull and Coll where there were many armed conflict over possession.
There were two battles of on the other side of the Lochs - Inverlochy (xxx and xxxx) and a battle of Corbach
(xx). But it is not known whether our McLeans had men in the battle, nor whether there were any impacts.
Ardgour was not as affected by the decimations which were inflicted on the holdings of the McLean and
other clans in the late 1600s and particularly after Culloden. This is discussed further in our notes ‘Places of
our McLeans in Scotland’ and ‘The McLeans in the Jacobite Uprisings’.

Sallachan Farm:
This is now the seat of the Ardgour McLeans where the current laird, the 18 th, Robin MacLean and Fiona live.
• [research: Check whether Robin considers this to be his seat.]
• [research: Will Robin & Fiona accept casual visits from the public – or is a prior arrangement required?]
• Contact: Their phone is +44 (0)1855 841247 – but don’t ring them except for xxxxx

From Burrell’s survey
..ooOOoo..

Ardgour House
Summary:
After deposing the MacMasters, Strong Donald the Hunter became the 1st Laird of Ardgour. The McLeans maintained
an unbroken line of lairds of Ardgour for seven centuries and Ardgour House was the ‘seat’ of the McLeans for most
of this time.
A structure of some kind was established here in 1542. In 1765, Hugh MacLean, the 12th Laird of Ardgour, built a
Georgian mansion. It was almost totally destroyed by a fire in 1825. The house was rebuilt in 1830 by Alexander, the
13th Laird.
This Georgian mansion was the seat of the McLean lairds since xxxxxx. Ardgour House was part of the Ardgour Estate
until the house was separated and sold off in the late 1990s.
The building is no longer in McLean hands - it was sold in 1996. However the surrounding property, the Ardgour
Estate, is still owned by Robin McLean, the 18th Laird.
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Ardgour House in 1986 – photo by Cynthia Kalma, nee
McLean – PERMISSION REQUIRED

Ardgour House in 2016 – from www.iolair.co.uk PERMISSION REQUIRED

History
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Seat: The lairds of Ardgour lived in Ardgour House for most of the past seven centuries. Since 1996 when the
House was sold, and possibly before that, the current laird has lived at Sallachan Farm.
Name: The area was initially called Coull or Cuil until the late 1700s.
1420: The McMaster family might have been living in the vicinity of what became Ardgour House when they
were attacked and ousted by Donald MacLean.
1542: A house was established [research: More detail needed].
1750: It appears as a house on Roy’s map.
1763: Hugh MacLean of Ardgour, the 12th Laird of Ardgour, obtained estimates for quarrying sandstone near
Kinlochaline (ref: portal.historic-scotland).
1765: On the site of a former house, the central portion of the present house was completed in 1765 by Hugh
Maclean. It cost £611 8s. The work was undertaken by John Menelaws and David Gridwood, the latter a
Glasgow wright employed by MacLean at another of his properties at Williamwood, Renfrewshire. (ref:
portal.historic-scotland)
1825: A fire in September 1825 gutted the house.
1830: The rebuilding was finally completed in 1830 at a cost of £4,124. (ref: portal.historic-scotland) it was
reconstructed by Alexander MacLean, 13th Laird. Only the principal stair survived. The builder-architect was
Alexander Squair.
“Colonel M‘Lean of Ardgour‘s house was burnt some years ago, and has been since rebuilt and enlarged. It is
situated near Corran Ferry, and surrounded with planting and shrubbery laid out with great taste” (McGillvray,
1845, p122).
1850: Two pencil sketches of c 1850 show the House in its landscape setting, and there appears to have been
little change since.
1971: It was listed as Historic Scotland Building ID 1687, category B.
1986: It was still in use but showing signs of being in poor condition (photo below) and at some stage it was
registered as being at risk.
1995: Sold
Graeme Cox, the new owner, subsequently restored it to its former glory.
2017: Film: Ardgour House is the setting for a recent horror film - ‘Ghosts of Darkness’ starring Michael Koltes
and Paul Flannery.
For a trailer of the film, with inside views of Ardgour House, look at
youtube.com/watch?v=C6V1k5YP4N0.

Present day
•
•

It is currently let as self-catering accommodation operated by Graeme and Grace Cox through the Ardgour
Trading Company.
A website, www.iolair.co.uk, describes the facilities for holidaying at Ardgour House as follows. “The property
is set over three floors and can sleep 22 people in eleven bedrooms, five bathrooms, and a shower room. There
is a kitchen with a dining area, a dining room with seating for all 22 guests, and a sitting room and drawing
room both with open fires. There is a billiard room and games room. There is also a leisure suite with an indoor
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heated swimming pool, a sauna, and a shower. Outside, there is a large, flat lawn. Shop 10 mins walk, pub 1.5
miles.”

Architecture
•

Described by www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk (ref 1687) in 1971 and also http://portal.historicscotland.gov.uk/designation (ref: GDL00020 Inventory Garden & Designed Landscape – in 2003
The builder-architect, for the remodeling after the 1825 fire, was Alexander Squair.
Ardgour House a piend-roofed three-storey, five-bay block, symmetrical south front (shell dates from 1765).
Flanking wings, 2-storey, wide single bay wings at east and west gables, slightly set back extending to rear to
form shallow U-plan court, now largely infilled.
The square-fronted block has dressings of honey coloured stone from Renfrewshire (where Hugh McLean
owned Williamswood).
It is harled with polished and tooled dressed ashlar margins and dressings.
it has a cusped cast iron balustrade with polished wooden handrails.
A cellar is the only pre-1765 feature.
Centre door with round-headed fanlight and narrow side lights, masked by 1825 balustraded portico supported
by monolith Roman Doric columns.
Rusticated quoins; moulded eaves cornice.
Blocking course, stepped and raised in centre (1825).
Hipped end stacks;
Piended platform slate roof;
Projecting rear stairwell.
Corniced tripartites in ground floor of south fronts, wide 3-bay flanks.
Tall ridge stacks;
Piended slate roofs with projecting eaves.
2 and 12-pane glazing;
Some lattice pane glazing to rear.
Interior: though the original stairwell, and possibly the stairs, survive from 1765, the remainder of the interior
of the mansion dates from 1825, as does the cusped decorative cast-iron staircase balustrade with polished
wooden handrail.
Ground floor dining room and sitting room chimney pieces of polished sandstone.
Panelled and beaded doors and shutters;
Moulded doorcases.
1st floor drawing room with decorative plaster cornice and central rose;
Chimney piece with cusped detailing;
Panelled and beaded window shutters and doors;
Moulded doorcases.
Decorative plaster rose to stairwell ceiling.
Harled with dressed ashlar margins and dressings.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Location (boundaries & size)
•

•
•

•

Ardgour House is situated 2.5km (1.6 miles) west of Corran Ferry, on the north shores of Loch Linnhe. The
main entrance to the policies lies at the west end of the village of Clovullin, which itself lies 0.5km off the
A861. The estate extends across a narrow low-lying plain contained between the steep loch sides and open
water. Due to its narrow spatial extent within the glen, the settled edge of the loch is a major influence on
the landscape character and experience of the site. The house, 1.3km north of Loch Linnhe, is surrounded by
rhododendron and other ornamentals providing a lush, sheltered character. (ref: portal.historic-scotland)
Size - It is currently 6 acres [research: The map below looks more than 6 acres].
“Macleans of Ardgour had their residence commonly known as the Cuil or Coull. Its position would note
suggest that it was a castle. It is too far inland to guard a galley but it is clear that the Macleans of Ardgour
were settled there to control shipping on Loch Linnhe, a major link in the chain between the Lord of the Isles’
ancient power base in the Hebrides and his recent acquisition, the earldom of Ross” (Maclean-Bristol p41).
“The family-seat, called Cuil House, of the Ardgour MacLeans, is located on the west side of the Corran
Narrows, which separates Loch Linnhe from Loch Eil. The mansion is a large thick-walled stone house,
furnished with all modern conveniences, and finely decorated by art. Back of the house the Ardgour
mountains loom up to a perpendicular height of over two thousand feet. To the north-east the summit of Ben
Nevis appears remarkably near. Between the mansion and the Loch, is a broad, fertile plain, upon which are
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solid carriage-ways, lined with trees on either side. Along the shore of Loch Linnhe are quite a number of
crofter huts. During the present century the people were removed from the glens to the present locality.
Across the Loch may be seen the mountains of Glencoe. While Glen Mor in its course of sixty miles presents
many beautiful localities, yet none will compare with this for a combination of picturesqueness, wildness, and
beauty” (JPMaclean p265).

RCAHMS map

Terrain (setting & environment)
•

•

•

•

•

The Gardens: To the east of the House is an area of over-mature ornamental planting, surrounded to the north,
east and south by the entrance drives, with the House to the west. The planting includes monkey-puzzle, and
large leafed Rhododendrons. The ornamental walk continues to the Kitchen Garden, with a mature Atlantic
cedar and more large species of Rhododendrons. (ref: portal.historic-scotland)
Walled Gardens: A track, now abandoned, led north-east from the house, over a bridge across the Allt an Àilein
through a plantation to the Kitchen Garden. The enclosure consisted of low rubble walls and now overgrown,
derelict hedges. Within the enclosure is an area of overgrown box hedging surrounding a 20th century
concrete-framed glasshouse. To the south-west of this area was a tree nursery. (ref: portal.historic-scotland)
Drives & approaches: The principal approach is from Clovullin, where an entrance drive leads north-west of
the school and along the southern edge of the Allt an Àilein valley. This drive leads to the south front of the
house. A secondary drive leads from Sallachan, by the River Gour at Cama Shallachain, north-west along the
foot of Coille na Cuile to the House. Other drives link the various elements of the estate including the Home
Farm, Cottages and Kitchen Garden. (ref: portal.historic-scotland)
Parkland: North of the house an area of rough pasture extends up to the foot of the hills and is scattered with
mature specimen trees. South of the house, a broad swathe of parkland forms a contrast with rougher grazed
pasture beyond. The parkland trees are fine specimens of lime, oak, and horse chestnut. Some lengths of rubble
retaining walls define the parkland. To the west the parkland is bounded by the Allt an t Síthein (the Fairy Burn).
(ref: portal.historic-scotland)
Of particular note is Blàr Cladh A' Mhuilinn, to the west of the parkland, which by 1850 had been set out with a
regular drainage system (1871-2, OS 6"). This was probably an attempt to provide better pasturage in the
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enclosures at the foot of Coille na Cuile, and may indicate a long-term intention to extend the parkland even
further westwards. (ref: portal.historic-scotland)
Woodland: The mixed woodland on Coille na Cuile forms a magnificent backdrop to Ardgour House. The extent
of the woodland corresponds to that in the 19th and 20th centuries (1871-2, OS 6"; 1897, OS 6"). (ref:
portal.historic-scotland)
South-west of the house is a coniferous plantation, which at this distance has little impact on the setting of the
House. (ref: portal.historic-scotland)
It has changed little over the years.

•

•
•

Accommodation
•

This is most suited to a large group of 20 rather than a couple of people. For staying at Ardgour House, phone
+44 (0)7446 583266 and www.iolair.co.uk/ardgour-house.

Video
•

Ardgour House is the setting for a recent horror film - ‘Ghosts of Darkness’ starring Michael Koltes and Paul
Flannery.
For a trailer of the film, with inside views of Ardgour House, look at
youtube.com/watch?v=C6V1k5YP4N0.

•
..ooOOoo..

Morvern & Ardgour
My understanding is, although adjacent, Morvern is not directly linked to our Ardgour McLeans. However:• Donald the Hunter (1st McLean of Ardgour) was in the Castle of Ardtornish in Morvern before the attack on
the McMasters to take over Ardgour in 1420.
• The MacLean Chiefs at Duart Castle are referred to as being Baronets of Morvern - ie currently, the
28th Duart Chief is also the 12th Baronet of Morvern. So, although Morvern is right next to Ardgour, our
Lairds of Ardgour are not closely linked to Morvern whereas the chiefs across the Sound of Mull bear the
Morvern title even though they do not directly control the land. I do not know the reason for this
connection but it all goes back to 13th Feb 1632 when the MacLean Chief was created Baronet by Charles l
(ref: BRB p3 & Burke vol iii p648). BRB has this as Baronet of Morvern whereas Burke has this as Baronet of
Nova Scotia. However, Gregory (p419) has it that “Sir Lauchlan Maclean of Morvern, immediate younger
brother of Hector Maclean of Dowart, and grandson of Lauchlan Mor, was created a Baronet of Nova Scotia
by Charles I”. Subsequently, and currently, the title is referred to as Baronet of Morvern rather than Baronet
of Nova Scotia.
..ooOOoo..

References
See ‘Library’ for a list of all the sources used in the compilation of all the notes in our series. This includes
comments about relevance and how each can be accessed.
..ooOOoo..
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Appendix A
Map by T Strachan in 1858 – source NRS – 00747-00003-00001
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Appendix B
Source: Old Scottish Genealogy & Family History
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Appendix C
MY MacLEAN STORY AND IMPRESSIONS OF 1975
BY Douglas MacLEAN
from BRB p4&5
In the year 1420 Donald MacLean, his wife and family were living in a cave in North West Scotland. He approached
the Lord of the Isles and asked that he be rewarded for fighting that he had done on behalf of him. On being asked
what reward he desired Donald answered "Some land." The lord of the lsles answered somewhat enigmatically "Jump where the wall is lowest." Donald wondered what was meant. Searching around he found that the 100,000
acre estate of Ardgour was weakly held by Clan McMaster who was an elderly man.
Donald and his followers raided "Ardgour" and McMaster was slain and his son was captured and hanged from a
nearby tree. The ferryman was captured too and begged for mercy saying "l did not help McMaster." Donald's motto
was "Victory or death." He told the ferryman, "Some day my enemies might catch up to me, and l might wish you to
row me over the ferry. The man who is not for me is against me." So they hanged the Ferryman too and settled the
estate - 70 years later King James gave them title to the land, the Barony of Ardgour.
The property has been handed down to the eldest son or next brother for 560 years. Today it is occupied by Miss
Catriona MacLean after 16 generations. In 1700 the 8th Laird divided the property and gave the North East portion
to his second son and created the Barony of Blaich. This became our branch. Came 1745 and Prince Charles landed
at Glen Finnan and rallied the clans to march on London to claim his father's throne. Many Blaich McLeans joined the
rising.
The Ardgour MacLean claimed that he was too old and stayed out. This enabled him to keep his lands when the Prince
was defeated. It is claimed that there is no truth in the rumour that he sat on the fence yelling "Come on Charlie" or
"Come on Butcher Cumberland" depending on which side was making the best progress. A great march toward
London, a dreary retreat back to Scotland, a bitter defeat at Culloden and bloody reprisals by the victorious English
followed.
Twenty six years later Donald was born, being our immediate ancestor who arrived at Holdfast Bay in 1937.
He grew up to lease the Duisky Estate. From owning 100,000 acres the family now leased 12,000 acres. Donald grew
oats and barley, raised cattle and had interests in herring ﬁshing. Hard times convinced him that there might be
better living in Australia. Strife with revenue officers over distilling may have helped his decision.
Today the 45,000 acre estate Ardgour is owned by Miss Catriona MacLean an elderly spinster who lives in her three
storey home in a style similar to Clunies Ross of Cocas Keeling. The estate is on the shores of Loch Linnhe (see maps),
and is divided into Home Farm, two leased farms and two Dower Houses. One was occupied by a sister of Catriona
and the other, "Ardvulin" is run as Bed and Breakfast and Tourist accommodation. There are a number of crofts of 4
to 16 acres and some Common Land. In the Glen there is a small village consisting of school, store and cottages.
Scattered over the estate are 10 workmens' cottages for the farm workers. Further along the shore Ardgour Village
consisting of the ferry terminal for Corran Ferry where it crosses the "narrows," also a Pub, a Post Office, numerous
cottages and a Church, and a Graveyard.
Honor rolls and gravestones record many MacLeans - the Christian names are repeated - Alexander, Donald, Hew,
Hugh, Ewan, John, Archibald, etc. Further along is another MacLean cemetery. Rowan trees guard the entrance. Near
the ferry terminal is the Lighthouse, "Tigh Solus" to guide the shipping through the loch at its most dangerous point.
Nearby 2 keepers cottages are let as holiday and tourist accommodation. The visitors book records many MacLean
names over the years. This is the heart of my MacLean country.
I think that there would be 1,000,000 in a population of 7,000,000. The estate is mountainous country, 200 acres of
ﬂat pasture are cut for silage. This is stored in a huge barn. Cattle are penned under cover at each end, for the winter.
They push the steel gates forward, and so the operation is a large scale self feeder. On an occasional ﬁne day, they
are turned outdoors, as in summer. Then comes the mighty task, compared only with the Greek myth of Hercules, of
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clearing the stables. The sheep gradually come down from the Highlands, as the snow falls. Deer run, in a more than
semi wild state. They are shot in season, culling the herd for venison.
The Estate of "Blaich" is east of Ardgour, separated by a high range, and extends along the shores of Loch Eil and Loch
Shiel. Extending north towards Glen Finnan, which is marked by a beautiful monument, and a celebration is held
annually, to commemorate the attempt by Charles Stuart and the Clans to regain the throne. Nearby is Duisky Estate,
now owned by an absentee English Landlord. This was Donald McLean's.
Southward along the shore are a number of deserted crofts, and a few occupied. Continue around, and one comes
to better and more prosperous holdings, including the farm of Dougal MacLean, one of the eldest local inhabitants. It
is difficult to trace relationship. We are now opposite Fort William, with Ben Nevis in the background Cross the loch,
or follow the narrow road to Corran Ferry.
Records state that many MacLeans were dispersed {to Canada, New Zealand and Australia. The late Donald McLean,
of Burgess and Philby ill-fame is listed as a distant cousin.
No trace of the "Duisky" home remains. A later home is used as a cow shed. Further up the glen, is the huge stockage,
why so large, surely they never had enough sheep and cattle to ﬁll it. The huge barn is falling to ruin. The stones are
the largest that I have seen in farm building. (Surely not designed by the same architect as "Stonehenge”.)
There are no residents. Cattle, deer, and game birds occupy the land. The Forestry Department grow Sitka Spruce and
develop other experimental plots.

SOME FURTHER HISTORY:

Compiled by E. M. Stevenson.

In my volume of "Scotland's Rainbow West", by J. J. Bell, Published 1933, there is a similar version of the story told by
Douglas MacLean in 1975, but with some variations, Ardgour is described as being separated from Fort William,
lnvernesshire) by Loch Linhe, with a ferry between the two. Ben Nevis, Scotland's highest mountain, dominates the
skyline behind Fort William in the Lochaber district. There is no town of that name.
Ardgour means "Height of the goats". McMasters, the owner in 1420, had annoyed the Lord of the Isles, MacDonald.
A grandson of MacLean of Duart, Island of Mull, was visiting Ireland when he learned that this MacDonald (his kinsman
- MacLean's grandmother was of the MacDonald Clan) was giving land away. In my version he was Ewen, not Donald,
and he hastened back to his galley but on arrival back in Scotland he found he was too late, no land remained.
However, the Lord of the Isles said so brave a young man deserved some and why not help himself. When Ewen
enquired "Where?" MacDonald murmured “Fuich”, the old name for Ardgour territory. With less than a score of
followers Ewen sailed up Loch Linhe at night and arrived at Ardgour House, not far from the three storey one of the
present, at midnight. He was refused admittance, so Ewen killed him on the spot and dealt with the son later. So all
of Ardgour passed from MacMasters to McLeans.
..ooOOoo..
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