Notes for researchers

Christina McPhee’s predecessors
- her parents, siblings & grandparents in Scotland
Version 2 – September 2017
www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com
This is one of a series of 38 articles which should be read in conjunction with each other. Look at ‘Setting the Scene’, in
Small Print on the left of the homepage, for a list of all these drafts and explanations of some concepts being used. Also
see ‘Overview of Donald’s life’ for summaries of each of the other notes.
Other notes of relevance are:• ‘Donald’s parents & grandparents – our strategies’
• ‘Donald’s parents & grandparents – searching old original records’
..ooOOoo..

Summary – purpose & highlights
Christina, with her husband Donald McLean and ten children, were in Duisky, Scotland and migrated to South Australia in
1837. Their family history (a big red book = BRB), “The History of Donald & Christina McLean & Their Descendants” was
published in 1995 and the details have now been entered on the website www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com. The
website has a great deal of information about their descendants in Australia but nothing about Christina’s background in
Scotland.
In this document we have been unsuccessful, so far, in finding compelling evidence of any of Christina’s direct kin in
Scotland. However, we have found a lot of details about McPhee families in the area of Scotland where she came from – as
well as McPhees who migrated to Australia.
..ooOOoo..

Our starting points
If the old system of naming was used her parents would have been Ewen and Mary McPhee, and Donald's mother, Ann.
This has not been confirmed, nor the place, and date of their marriage, which was not in either Invernessshire or
Argyllshire. (ref: BRB p7)
•

•

Name:
 Her first name could be spelt as Christina, Christian, Christ, Christ’n or Christine.
 “Christina, Donald's wife is named in the Parish Records, sometimes as Christian, the old form of
Christina; sometimes as Christy which her husband might have called her, and also as we know her –
Christina”. (ref: BRB p8)
 Her surname could be spelled McPhee or MacPhee, McPhie, McFie or many other variations (which
variations??).
 Criteria: We need to search for all these variations
Birth date:
 The BRB states that she was born about 1791 (ref: BRB p7). We do not know where the BRB got this year
from. There are no sources quoted. Maybe it was estimated from the family’s belief of she was 76 years
old when she died in 1868.
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Census: In the 1841 census, Christina as ‘under 50’ (ref; BRB p13). This indicates that she was born after
1791.
Emmigation documentation: “To obtain free passage the applicant at that time (1837) had to be under 40
years so there was much lowering of true ages. Donald, already 65 years gave his as 35 and that of his
wife Christina who was 46, as 25 years. When an application had been approved and numbered, an
embarkation number was given: Donald - (including wife and 4 children) - Application No. 1376.
Embarkation No 720. Occupation - farmer.” Quoted from Dianne Facey (ref: BRB p9)
We can assume that the children and grandchildren would have not been mistaken by more than a
decade before or after the stated birth year of 1791.
Criteria: We should search for births between 1781 and 1801.

Birth place:
 Place of birth is not specified in the BRB
 It is assumed that Christina was born somewhere within 100 miles of Duisky – this includes:▪ Districts: Kilmallie, Lochaber, Locheil, Ardgour, Ardnamurchan, the western highlands,
Inverary/Glenaray, Argyllshire and south-east Inverness-shire.
▪ Locations within these districts: Duisky, Blaich, Fort William, Kinlocheil, Fassfern, Callert,
Glenorchy, Urquart, Crieff, Inverness and xxxxxx. Crieff is about 100 miles SE from Blaich.
Urquart is about 130 miles NE of Blaich. Glenorchy is about 45 miles SE of Blaich.
▪ Task: We need to make a simple map which shows the relative proximities of specific locations
which are mentioned in other parts of this document;
 Comments: There are considerable distances between these locations – especially when we consider the
means of transport in the area more than two centuries ago.
 Criteria: Christina might have been born in any of these areas.
Parents:
 Her parents were not specified in the BRB but it suggests (p 7) that if the traditional system of naming
was used, Christina’s parents would have been Mary and Ewen McPhee, but there is no other evidence
for this.
 See separate heading ‘Parents’, below.
 Task: We would need to check that this interpretation of the traditional naming system is correct. See
our document on Donald’s predecessors.
 Year range: We would expect that Christina’s mother was no younger than 18 years and no older than 40
years when she gave birth to Christina. It is assumed that her father would not have been older than 60
years old when she was born.
 Criteria: Mother born between 1751 and 1773 and father born between 1731 and 1773.
Spouse:
 Christina’s husband was Donald McLean who was born in 1772 in Blaich or 1779 in Inveraray/Glenaray.
See separate document for the search Donald’s predecessors.
Wedding:
 The BRB (p7) stated that they were married around 1810 – probably on the assumption that they were
married before the birth of their first child (Allan in 1811).
 The BRB indicates (p7) that no record was found in either Inverness-shire or Argyllshire for the date and
place of their marriage.
 Criteria: Between 1806 and 1811.
Children: They had at least 11 children:1. Allan – born 1811 in Blaich
2. Mary (the elder) – born 22nd Jan 1813 in Kilmallie
3. Ewen (the elder) – born 20th Feb 1814 in Kilmallie
4. John – born 6th Feb 1818 in Argyllshire
5. Mary (the younger) – born 22nd Jan 1813 in Kilmallie
6. Archibald – born 1822 in Kilmallie
7. Ann –
8. Rachel – born
9. Margaret – born 1827 in Argyllshire
10. Jane - born 16th Aug 1908
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11. Ewen (the younger) – born 26th May 1836 in Kilmallie
Residences:
 Donald leased the Duisky estate which is next to Blaich.
 The family migrated to South Australia on the Navarino in 1837.
 They were initially in Hilton, near Adelaide.
 They then pioneered to the Strathalbyn area.
Relationships:
 The BRB states (p6) that the family bible which Donald brought out with him from Scotland had written
on the inside front cover ‘Donald McLean bought and purchased 1835’ and on the back inside face is
hand written ‘…purchased from me, Mr McPhee’ which indicates that Christina was kin to the book seller.
This Mr McPhee may be Christina’s father and this gives a clue that Donald had some dealings with his inlaws and maybe they lived close by, ie around Duisky.
 Task: We need a facsimile of these notations in the family bible.
 There are other possible relationships throughout this document.
 Criteria: xxxx
Christina died in 1869 in Strathalbyn, South Australia

Possibility C1: 1787 in Crieff
• Source: There is an OPR record ref: FR20 520/00 0010 0074 - Mormon microfilm of Parish Register Scotland 17621855 of Killean and Kilchenzie; Film No 1041070.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Name: Christ??
Date: 28th April 1787
Place: Crieff to John McPhee and Christian Cameron
Father: John McPhee
Mother: Christian Cameron
Wedding: John & Christian were married in March 1786 in Kilmallie (aged 27 yrs & 25 yrs)
Siblings: See children of John & Christian below
Task: Get a better image which shows the year and clearer names for the child and mother.
Comments: We do not know when and where Christina met Donald but it must have been before 1811 in
Kilmallie.where their first child was born. So how and when did she travel from Crieff?
Credibility: Birth date: A birth in 1787 would make her 4 years older than the BRB stated. Is it likely that the family
could have been mistaken? = MAYBE
 Birth place: Crieff is about 100 miles SE from Blaich – a very long way in the late 1700s = NOT LIKELY
 Conclusion: THIS IS OUR BEST PROSPECT SO FAR

Possibility C2: 1771 in Kilmallie
• Source: There is a birth record FHL film 6035516 (see Appendix C)
• Name: Christina McPhee
• Date: 6th April 1871
• Place: Kilmallie
• Father: Duncan McPhee
• Mother: Margaret McIntosh
• Credibility:
 Birth date: This 1771 birth would make her 20 years older than the BRB stated. We cannot accept
that her children and grandchildren would have believed that she was 76 years if in fact she was 98
when she died in 1868 = NOT LIKELY
 Birth place: Kilmallie = LIKELY
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Conclusion: REJECTED. This Christina might have been her mother, aunty or other relative.

Possibility C3: Other
• Task: We need to find more Christina McPhee’s born in the western highlands between 1781 and 1801.
..ooOOoo..

Christina’s parents
Traditional naming patterns
“lf the old system of naming was used her parents would have been Ewen and Mary McPhee, and Donald's mother, Ann.
This has not been confirmed, nor the place, and date of their marriage, which was not in either Invernessshire or
Argyllshire”. (ref: BRB p7)
Who are we searching for?
It is risky to push back to earlier generations until we have got a definite place and date of birth for Christina, which of
course can’t be completely separated from her parentage. However we can still explore some possibilities of people of her
parent’s generation in the hope that we might be able to find a link back to Christina. This might be her uncles and aunts –
and help identify her siblings and cousins, or others she grew up with. The criteria we are searching for are:• Father: Surname McPhee (or variations) born in Scotland between 1731 and 1773.
• Mother: Any surname born in Scotland between 1751 and 1773.
..ooOOoo..

Other families
The following six family groups might give us some clues. Some of these families migrated to Australia but of course, there
would still be significant relatives in Scotland.
Family group A: John McPhee & Christian Cameron
• Sources: Appendix A & B – per Kaye McArdle
• Father: There was a John Page McPhee born 1759 in Lochabar, Argyllshire
• Mother: There was a Christian Cameron born 1761 in Glenorchy, Argyllshire
• Wedding: John & Christian were married in March 1786 in Kilmallie (aged 27 yrs & 25 yrs). Task: Evidence
needed.
• Children (Christina’s siblings):
□
Christina in 1787?
□
Catherine McPhee, born 20th August 1797 in Kilmallie – her father is John but mother not specified. (ref:
520/00 0010 0106) - Task: We need to check these details by getting a facsimile of this birth record.
□
Margrat McPhee, born 12th March 1803 in Urquhart, Inverness.
□
Other children??? There might have been others because there was a 10 year gap between the 1 st & 2nd
children, 5 years between the 2nd & 3rd, and 4 years before the 4th.
• Comments: xxxxxx
Family group B: Donald McPhee of Strathablyn
• Source: Lorna’s photo of gravestone in Strathalbyn cemetery. Task: We need a copy of this image.
• Source: Lorna’s document on Trove. Task: We need to specify the source of the following facsimile.

20 - Christina McPhee's parents & grandparents - v2 – page

4

•

•

•
•

•

McPHEE Donald b:1832 Inverness Arl Sct d: 20.10.1892 bd: Strathalbyn SA arr: 1854 Joseph Rowan occ:
Farmer res: Strathalbyn m: 9.7.1856 Wattle Flat SA Jessie nee CAMERON par: Ewan b c1835 d: 13.6.1890
ch: Donald (1854-1944) 7 daus
McPHEE Donald par: Donald and Jessie nee CAMERON b: 8.10.1857 Merino Vic d: 14.7.1944 Mt Gambier
m: 15.5.1888 Mt Gambier SA Agnes PRATT par: Job and Eliz nee LESTER b: 13.2.1860 Grace SA d
12.6.1934 Drik Drik Vic ch: Flora Francis Eliz Esther (1889-1891), Ellen Alice (1891-), Flora Eliz (1893-), Wm
John (1896-1890), Jessie Agnes (1897-1899)
The details from this Trove document are reformatted as follows.
Donald McPHEE (snr)
 Birth: 1832 in Inverness, Argyllshire, Scotland
 Migration: 1854 in the ‘Joseph Rowan’
 Marriage: to Jessie CAMERON in Wattle Flat on 9th July 1856
• Birth: c1835
• Father: Ewan CAMERON
• Death: 13th June 1890, buried in Strathalbyn
 Children of Jessie and Donald (snr)
• Seven daughters and one son, Donald (jnr) – see below
 Occupation: Farmer
 Residence: Strathalbyn SA
 Death: 20th Oct 1892, buried in Strathalbyn
Donald McPHEE (jnr)
 Birth: 8th Oct 1857 (or 1854) in Merino, Vic
 Marriage: Agnes PRATT in Mt Gambier SA in 15th May 1888
• Birth: 13th Feb 1860 in Grace SA
• Parents: Job PRATT and Elizabeth, nee LESTER
• Death: 12th June 1934 in Drik Drik Vic
 Children of Agnes & Donald (jnr) – grandchildren of Jessie & Donald (snr)
• Flora Francis Elizabeth Esther McPHEE (1889-1891) – 2 years old
• Ellen Alice McPHEE (1891-??)
• Flora Elizabeth McPHEE (1893-??)
• William John McPHEE (1896-1890) – 4 years old
• Jessie Agnes McPHEE (1897-1899) – 3 years old
 Proximities
• We need to do a map to show the relative locations of Strathalbyn, Wattle Flat, Mt
Gambier, Grace, Drik Drik & Merino.
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 Death: 14th July 1944 in Mt Gambier
Comment: Could these Donalds be related to ‘our’ Christina?
 Birth date: Christina was born 45 years before Donald (snr) - 1787 Vs 1832. Donald (jnr) was
born in Merino Vic in 1857 or 1854 and would have been a teenager when Christina died in
1869.
 Birth place: Christina was born Crieff. Other members of her family were born in Lochabar,
Glenorchy, Kilmallie & Urquhart. Donald (snr) was born a long way away in Inverness 5 years
before Christina migrated - and he migrated as a 23 year old, 7 years after Christina.
 They were both buried in Strathalbyn – Christina in 1869 and Donald (snr) 1892 (23 years after
Christina)
 They probably never met because they probably never lived in Strathalbyn at the same time.
Christina was there from 1840 to 1869 but it is not clear when Donald lived there. We know that
he was married in Wattle Flat in 1856 and his son was born in Merino in 1854 or 1857 - but we
don’t know when and where his 7 daughters were born. It seems that the earliest that he might
have settled in Strathalbyn was in the late 1850s – when he was in his late 20s and Christina was
in her early 70s. In this case their paths might have crossed because it was a small community but not significant contact in view of their age difference. It is more likely that he moved there
either just before Christina died or after she had died – maybe many years after she had died.
 Were they related? They are two generations apart. So Donald (snr) might have been a grandnephew – ie descendant of one of Christina’s brothers. There would be many people with the
surname of McPhee – and so there might not be a ‘useful’ relationship. We need more
information (eg who his parents and grandparents were) - otherwise we can only guess.

Family group C: John McPhee of Locaber & daughter Christina of Redfern
• Source: page 80 of Percival Conrad Mowle’s ‘Genealogical History of Pioneer Families of Australia – 1872
to 1951’
• On 25th April 1889 at St Paul in Redfern Sydney, a Christina married Frederick xxxxx (he was born 26th Feb
1846 and died 19th Aug 1928 at Narranderra NSW).
• She was the youngest daughter of John McPhee of Lochaber, South Inverness.
• Christina and Frederick had children.
• She died on 16th May 1933.
• Comment: This Christina would have been born before 1870 and her father would have been born in the
first half of the 1800s might have been born 7 or 8 decades after ‘our’ Christina. She might have been
born a little before ‘our’ Christina died. Thus there is a chance that her father (John) was the grandson of
‘our’ John Page McPhee – ie her father might have been a nephew of our ‘Christina’ – ie the son of one of
Christina’s brothers. This is all just guess work as there were probably many people called John McPhee
in Lochaber in those years. We have no indications that ‘our’ Christina had any contact with any distant
relatives in NSW.
Family group D:
Australia.

Lake King:

There is a McPhee family currently living in Lake King in the south west of Western

Family group E: Margaret & Ewen McPhee – per Sally’s website
• Source: Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au. See appendix F, G & H.
• The website is managed by Sally McPhee who is Ewen’s 4 X great granddaughter. It is assumed that she
lives in Australia because her parents were married in Toowoomba in 1956. Her website states that "I will
try and answer short queries. However, if an individual is not on the site or I don't have details in the notes
section then I can't help. However, I am always happy to compare research notes."
• Names: The website includes Ewen MacPhee which is a name suggested in the BRB – based on
traditional naming patterns.. Ewen’s wife was Margaret – her surname is not known. The BRB suggested
that Christina’s mother might have been named Mary.
• Birth date: Ewen MacPhee and Margaret were both born about 1755 which would place them within the
year range of Christina’s parents. This year might have been calculated by Sally MacPhee, based on the
fact that it was 23 years before the birth of their only known child, Alexander.
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Family group F:
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

Birth place: Ewen and Margaret were born somewhere in Scotland. This general location is not a lot of
help to us, except that his son, Alexander, was born in Kilmallie in 1778 – and 6 of Alexander’s children
were born in Kilmallie between the years 1808 and 1828. Now Kilmallie is a large parish – with a small
population widely spread, but mostly along the northern shores of Loch Eil. This does not include Blaich
and Duisky which are on the southern shores, but does include the area where Jan Harper’s McPhees
came from (see below).
Siblings: The website has Ewen & Margaret having only one child, Alexander, and nothing to indicate that
they had a child named Christina. This might not be conclusive because there are probably gaps in the
records since it would be unusual for a fertile couple to have just one child in that era.
Comments:
 Father: The name, place and date for Ewen MacPhee indicate that he could be Christina’s
father.
 Mother: It is possible that Margaret could be her mother. The indication that the traditional
naming pattern does not support this is no big deal.
 Conclusion: It is possible that Margaret & Ewen were Christina’s parents and Alexander was her
brother - but we have nothing to confirm this = MAYBE.
 At least, Christina she might have been their niece and thus Alexander would have been her first
cousin and their children (ie children of Christina and Donald McLean) would have grown up
knowing each other because they were of similar ages (born 1808-1828 Vs 1811-1836) and were
living close by – across the narrow loch, within sight of each other.
Task: Ask Sally for her ideas – after we have re-worked these notes.

Donald McPHEE & Mary, nee McKENZIE – Jan Harper’s book
Source: Jan Harper compiled a wonderful family history - ‘The McPhee Family’, 1989, ISBN 0 7316 7278 X
A copy can be borrowed from xxxxxxlibraryxxxx
In 1989, Jan Harper, nee McPhee was living in 62 Relowe Cres, Box Hill North, Victoria.
Names: The BRB suggested that Christina’s father would be Ewen MacPhee – this is based on traditional
naming patterns. In this case, the name Donald does not fit the pattern however the mother, Mary, is
OK. Thus, as with Margaret & Ewen (above), we have one of the parents (in this case, the mother Mary)
with a name which complies to the traditional naming pattern.
Birth date: The birth dates of Donald and Mary are not recorded in the book but based, on the fact that
their children were born between the years 1778 and 1782, we can assume that the parents were born
no later than 1760 and probably sometime in the two decades prior to this – ie 1740’s and 1750’s. This is
the expected generation or year range for parents of Christina.
Birth place: No birth place is given for Donald and Mary but their first two children were born in Callert
on Loch Leven (North Ballachulish) and the family later moved about 22 miles to Fassfern which is on the
north side of the Loch Eil, directly across from Duisky.
Siblings: Jan’s book records that Donald and Mary had four children (ref: Harper p11 & p4 – see appendix
I): Ann: She was born in 1779.
 Donald: Born 1782
 Charles: Married Kath McMillan and they had 7 children - 4 of whom migrated to Australia:
 Alex: born 1806
 William: born 1808
 Donald: born 1810, migrated to Australia, died 1892
 Angus: born 1814
 Hugh: born 1820, migrated to Australia
 Jean: born 1821, migrated to Australia
 Ann: born 1823, migrated to Australia, married Donald MacPhee (first cousin), died
1866
 Duncan: He was born 1778 and died 1861. He was a crofter. He married Mary Cameron who
was born in 1781 and died 1842. Like Charles and Kath, Duncan and Mary also had 7 children
and again, 4 of the 7 children migrated to Australia.
 Mary: born 1807, married Duncan McVicar (shoemaker) and Mr Sinclair, migrated to
Australia, died 1889
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John: born 1809, baker, married Mary MacColl, migrated to Australia, died 1877
Anne: born 1810, married Malcolm Colquhoun
Duncan: born 1811, ploughman
Donald: born 1812, farmer, married Ann McPhee (1823-1866) (first cousin), migrated
to Australia.
 Flory: born 1817, servant
 Alexander (Sandy): He was born in 15th Aug 1822. He was an apprenticed baker in Fort
William. In 1849 he went to the Californian gold fields, then to the Victorian gold fields
in 1852. He was a baker and farmer in various locations over subsequent years. On 19th
July 1859, he married Elizabeth ROSS (1829-1908). He died on 16th April 1910
 There are no indications that they had a child called Christina but this but this might not
be conclusive because there are probably gaps in the records.
Jan’s book focusses on Alexander who was her 3 X great grand-father. Alexander McPhee’s parents were
Duncan and Mary, nee Cameron. He was born in 1822 and lived in Kinlocheil which is on the western end
of Loch Eil about 5 miles from Duisky. He migrated to Victoria (via California) in 1852.
Comments: Names, year and place: These all are compatible with what we know about Christina, but there
is no direct evidence that Donald and Mary were her parents.
 Conclusion = MAYBE
 We could speculate whether this McPhee family knew the children of Christina and Donald
McLean whose birth years ranged from 1811-1836 Vs 1806-1823 & 1807-1822. It is likely that
they were in contact on the shores of Loch Eil. However we have not indications that any of
them had contact with each other in Australia after many of them had migrated to different
colonies. For example, Alexander migrated to Victoria 15 years after the McLeans had
migrated to South Australia.Family group G:

Family group G: Catherine MacPhee – cofter in Garvan in 1845
• From MacLean paper – bundle 12, “Precognitions, Blaich, 8 July 1845, as to action of Suspension and Interdict
between Catherine, daughter to Hugh Rankine, and widow to John MacPhee, outgoing tenant of No.4 Croft,
Garvan, and Alexander Maclean of Ardgour and Duncan Cameron, incoming tenant, as to Estate Regulation
outgoing tenant leave half of outgoing straw crop on the croft, with Copy letters from Messrs. Ferrier and Duff,
W.S., Edinburgh, to James MacGregor, writer, Fort William, and to Alexander Maclean of Ardgour, 8 August 1845,
as to Lord Robertson's Interlocutor in said case. With notes as to arrangements made when Garvan was crofted
about 1810.”
• From MacLean papers – bundle 12, “Letter from Charles Spence, writer, 21 St. David Street, Edinburgh, to
Alexander McLean of Ardgour, 14 August 1845, as to case of Widow Catherine McPhee, with allegations she had
been refused use of barn to thresh her straw, and that estate regulations had not existed when she got possession
of her croft.”
• Comments: xxxx
• Conclusions: xxxx
..ooOOoo..

Interconnections between the families
We have been looking for Christina’s parents, siblings and grandparents – but nothing conclusive so far.
In Scotland:
• There were certainly interactions, if not direct kinship, between three families in the first four decades of the
1700s – two McPhee families on the north shore of Loch Eil and our McLeans on the south shore.
• The children were of similar ages within small communities of a few hundred people in proximity (although
distances of a few miles would be more of an impediment than now days).
• We can be confident that the two McPhee families were in close contact with each other – as cousins if not
siblings. Jan Harper alluded to this, ‘There was at least one other McPhee family in Kinlochiel’ (ref: Harper, p10).
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Maybe there was less contract, but still some contact, with the McLeans who were at Duisky – just 5 miles from
Kinlochiel.

In Australia:
• Apart from a Donald McPhee living in Strathalbyn, we have no indications of Australian contact between the
various McPhee families and the McLeans.
Further investigation might unearth the evidence we are still looking for.
..ooOOoo..
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Appendix F
source: Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au
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Appendix G
source: Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au
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Appendix H
source: Sally McPhee’s TNG website: fortunatusfamilia.com.au
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Appendix I
source: family history by Jan Harper- ‘The McPhee Family’, 1889, ISBN 0 7316 7278 X
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