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NUMBER XXIV.

PARISH OF KILMALIE.

( Counties of Invernefs and drgyll—Prefoytery of Abertarphomi
Synad of Glenelg.)

By the Rey. Mr. ALzxanDER Fraser, Minifler of that
parib,

Origin of the Name.
ROM the Gaelic, a branch of the Celtic langaage, are de=
rived the names of places, not only among the mountaing
of Caledonia, but in the more campaign counties of Scotland.
Kil fignifies a burying place ; and Malie muft have been & perfon
eminent for piety, or for fome other extraordinary quality,
who probably was the firft that had been interred in that particular
place, whence the parifh receives its name. This is the more
probable, as it is well known, that, wherever Popery prevail.
ed, its partifans were wont to dedicate their churches, and faa
cred grounds, to fome canonifed faint. And, as a farther evi-
dence, even the modern Highlanders, when their venoityjs
fufpe@eds will nfe the following phrafe: * A Malic tha,”
f.0. “J fwear, or declare, by Malie, that it is as I fay.”
| Yet
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Yet they feldom give themfelves the trouble to trace the ardi, |
gin of the expreffion. As to the time, wherein this Malig
flourifbed, tradition is flent,

Sitwatien and Extent.—A. part of the parith lies in Argyll,
fhire, but the greatelt part of it is in the couhty of 1nvernefs.
Being interfe&ed in three different places, by as many arms of
the fea, the parifh is of an irregular form. The length, from
N.W. to S.E., is about 60 miles in 2 firaight kine. The
greateft breadth, from N.E. to 5. W., is 30 miles in a line,
It comprehends about 589 fquare miles, or nearly 376,969
Englith acres, meafuring in firaight lines. And, sdding the
furface of the hills and vallies, it muft be, st leaft, one third
more. An account of fuch an extenfive parith may, to the ns,
tives of the low copntry, appear romantic.

Swrface, Soil, and Climate ~The greateft partof the parifh con,
filts of high grounds ; and, as the heaths yicld excellent grafs,
it is well calculated for fheep. There are, however, many val.
lics, of wvarious extent and quaﬁv. Upon the banks of the
rivers Lochy and Nevis, and io feveral other places, there is
. # good deal of arable ground, of different qualities ; the foil,
o general, is fhallow and fandy, The climate cannot be rec-
koned unwholefome, for feveral have lived to an advanced
age; yet the air is moift, for the wind hlows off the fea near-
ly two-thirds of the year. “This accounts for the almoft in-
ceffant rains which prevail; not only here, but in all other
places on the Welt Coaft of Scotland. Here, extreme cold is
never known ; and it is remarkably warm clofe to the fhores,
where fnow feldom lies above 24 hours.

Difeafes.~To the dampnefs of the sir, may, no t.!onbt, be
attributed the frequency of the rhenmatifm; which is the difs

wlg
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enfe that prevails moft in the parith; and, fince people have
ceafed to wear flannel fhirts, it is become much more gene-
ml. The prejudices, entertained by the inhabitants of this
parith againft inoculation, were, for & long time, invincible.
But the better fort, fetting the example, the reft gradually
followed :—for we are fond to imitate our fuperiors. Yet
there are fome who fill fay, *“ That, to inoculate for the
* {mall-pox, is to tempt Providence.” In one feafon, 460
were inoculated, of whom only 3 died ; and their death the
furgeon imputed to their being in a bad habit of body. Fe-
vers of the epidemical kind are very frequent. Of late years,
the dropfly is become pretty common, particularly among
the poorer fort of people. This is afcribed to their feeding
fo much upen potatoes, which is now become a fubftitute for
meal. The jaundice and the flone are almoft unknown here :
the former appears ofteneft, however, but the ague has never
yet invaded the parifh. The itch, which has been imputed,
as a difgrace, to this quarter of the ifland, is but rarely feen
now, even among the loweft claffes of the people. This,
doubtlefs, is owing to their living in a more cleanly manner
than their forefathers. But this diftemper is not peculiar to
s Highlander,—nor to a Scotch.man. It is a planz which
grows in countries fouth of the Tweed, elfe there would be
no word to exprefs it in the Engli/b tongue; and it is well
kndwn to have been one of the plagues incident to the E.
gyptiaos * +,

Vor. VIIL 3 F Laikes

® Deut. xxviii. 37.

4 It is a common pradtice for people to go bence to the low countries, in
time of harveft, and return again in the beginning of winter. Within thefe
wery few years, 8 womaa of this defcription came home, infe@ed with a difore
der that is s difgrace to human nature. Her father, who bad been a firanger
2o the pature of her complaint, fpoke to the incambent about her;—and upog

3
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Lakes and Rivers~Loch-Archaig, which is 16 miles long,
and omne broad, is the only frefh-water lake, in the parnfh, of
any conlequence. From it flows the River Archaig, which,
after running about 2 mile, difcharges itfelf into Loch-lochy.
This lake is partly in the parifh, and is the fountain of the
river Locliy ; which, near its found, joins the river of Spias,
and thus lofes its pame. Spian, runs throngh the parith of
Kilmanivaig. Thefe lakes are very deep: there are fome
others of inferior fize. The length of the river Lochy is
sbout 10 miles ; and the medium breadth, about 200 feet. It
is fordable in many places; yet, exceptiug at Torecaftle, {mall
boats are fometimes rowed up to its fountain. It difgorges it-
felf into the fes, near Fort-William, with fuch rapidity and
force, that it preferves its ftreams entire, for 3 long way, with-
out any great mixture or tafte of falt water. No other
ftream, in the parifh, merits the sppellation of river. Nevis,
indeed, after great falls of rais, and when the fnow is dif-
folving upen Benevis, and the (urrounding hills, fwells to a
great height; but, in dry weather, it is no mare than an in-
confiderable rivulet. After performing a circuit of about 10
miles, and forcing its paflage betwixt rocks and mountains, it
fweeps aloog the walls of the garrifon of Fort-William, sad
then refigns its waters tp the ocesa.

Freof6-Water Fifb.~In thofe rivers, and in fome of the lales,
there are falmon, finnacks, white, black, and yellow trouts,
Even the leffer lakes, in the hills, abound with fine yellow tromts;
and in fome of them there are a few cbar. May, June, and

July,

his inquiriog what her difeafe was, snfwered, “ § am entirely ignerant of it j
% itis fuch as 1 pever beard of ; neither did you, | am perfuaded.~It is fome
¥ lowcountry difsrder.”” —It cannot be denicd, however, but that the army have
frequently introdoced this fame s fufidamalde difeale, inte Fost- Wilkiam and its
neighbourhood,
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Joly, are the principal months for falmon ;—July, Auoguft,
and September, for white trouts and finnacks,—November,
for char,—and April, for yellow troats. Any falmon, that are
fold in the parifh, fetch 3d., and fometimes 4d. per lib., and
white troats 2d. The fithing, npon the property of Mr,
M‘Lean of Ardgour, is worth 20l, annually. But the prin.
cipal fithing is upon the Lochy, the property of the Duke of
Gordon, and of Mr. Cameron of Locheile. The following ta-
ble will fhow the number of filh caught upon it, during the
lalt 7 years, their prices at Fort-William, and the markets to
which they were exported.

Year Sslmon. Grilfe.  Price of cach calk. Mackets,

1785 368 ¢ ¢76 Ls s o Aberdeen.

1786 1036 3899 413 6 Oftend by Aberdeen.
1787 5279 819 4 1 0 Bilboa.

1788 1498 2033 310 0 Ofiend by Aberdeen.
1789 1360 833 3 0 © Aberdeen,

1790 1041 830 3 0o o Oftend by Greenock.
1791 576 1300 $ 2 6 Aberdecn.

15368 1059% L3t 9 o

Each cafk contains sbout 8o grilfe, or 28 falmon and 8
grille, or thereabouts. The price of each cafk, inclading falt,
cooperage, 8c. cofts 13s. The rent of the river, and ex-
pences attending the fithing, are about 37el. a-ycar. The
average of thole 7 years, is 21954 {almon, and 1513 grille,
equael to 93 barrels ; which, at the medium price of
31, 165, 8d., are worth only 3521. 13s. 4d.; whereas the
rent and expences, as flated, are 370l. per ammum. It is,
however, to be obferbed, that it is only within thele three laft
years, that the river bas been rented fo high ; and likewife, that
the rent of a farm, worth, at leat, 50 1. per ammum, is includ-
edin the 370L. Every year fince 1987, there has been a

3 F great



412 Statiftical Account

great decreafe in the aumber of filh caught ; which muoft pro«
ceed from fome inattention in preferving the falmon fry. The
cruiving of the river, it is thought, is the chief caufe, as the fith
arc thereby prevented from going to the frefh-water lakes to
fpawn. In all the lakes in the north of Scotland, which run
to the eaft, pikes are to be found, but in none that run to the

weftern fea, at lealt in the Highlands.

Coqft.—One of the greateft advantages of the parifh, is the
valt extent of fea-thore it has; which, computing on both
fides of Locheile, on the north of Lochleven, and a part of
both fides of Linge-Hilloch, amounts to about 70 miles,—
moft of which is rocky and high. The lands, in fome places,
rife gradually many yards above the level of the fea, and are
excellent pafturage for theep, or horfes. There is but little
kelp made in the parifh, becaule it is moftly the property of
the landlords : and the tenants cut the fea ware, for manuriog
the ground, the quantity of dung they have being infufficient
for that purpofe. In fome places, the tides run with amazing
violence and rapidity. There are four very ftrong currents,—
at Annat, Corran, Ballachulifh, and Culifnagon. + The lands,
on both fides of Locheile, being fo high, occafion frequent fud-
den fqualls, which have fometimes proved dangerous. Seve-

ral have been drowned, of late years, in the parilb.

Sea Fi/b and Fowls—Herrings are the fith that abound
moft, and that are of the greateft benefit. They generally en-
ter the parilh in the month of July, and continue in feafon,
provided the weather does not prove very flormy, till Nevem-
ber. They are not equally numerous every year. The peo-
ple of Fort-William, (where the greateft number of boats sre,)
reckon that a good fifhing-feafon, in which they catch about

2000 barrels : laft year (1791)there were about 3000 caught;
' which
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which proved a feafonable relief to many indigent families.
There are red cod, lythe, feath, fkate, flounders, mackarels,
whitings ®, and a few haddocks. If the weather be moderate,
lythes and feaths may be fithed every day of the year. Their
Prices vary, according to their fizes, from ad. to 5d. the do-
zen, They are killed with fmall rods, and a hock, having a
feather, refembling one of the herring fry. Cod, fkate, and
flounder, are caught with long lines, and baits of herring, or
of mulcles. There are a great many eels and fturgeons.
Seals, and porpoifes, and other fea animals, are frequently feen
to chace the falmon, and whales, the herrings. Laft harveft,
three whales appeared in Locheile, of a great fize : one of them,
feemed to meafure about 600 feet. The fame feafon, a fhark,
3 years old, came afhore. That fpecies of fhark, called the
dog-fifh, is very numerous.

The fea fowls are, gulls, herons, cormorants, curlews,
ducks, teals, pies, marrots, folon geele, eagles, and many
others,’ Of the migratory kind, are the pi&tarnies and wid-
geons. The laft appear in the latter end of barveft, or early
in winter, and take their paffage to fome otber feas in {pring.
The former arrive in the begioning of May.

Hills—Are numerons in the parifh, and moftly clothed
with rich heath, and a mixture of grafs, to the very fum-
mit. They are alfo of confiderable height, but the moft re-
markable 'is Benevis, which is an obje&t that attrafts the

attention

*® Lord Lyttleton, in his journcy into Wales, fays: * But what Bala is molt
® famous for, is the beavty of its women : and, indeed, I there faw fome of the
® prettict girls, I ever beheld.—The lake produces very fine trouts, aod a fith
“ called whiting, pecullar to itfelf, and of fo delicate & tafte, that, | belicve, you
* would prefer the flavonr of it to the lips of the fair maids of Bala,” A Swn-
gvy man might, but, furcly, an amorous lover would not. ' Whether the whiting,
of the lake of Bala, be the fumc with the whiting of our feas, is uncertain; but
thefe have a fweet flavour, aad are a delicions morfel.
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attention of all corions travellers. Being the highelt moen-
tain in Great Britain, it certainly defcrves a particular de.
feription.

Benevir,—This mountain is 4370 feet high.—It is eafily
sfcended, by a ridge of the mountain, towards the weft,
about a quarter of a mile up the river Nevis, from the honfe
where the proprietor refides. There is good pafture fer fheep,
here, as well as on the furrounding hills, for a great way up.
The view is entirely confined within Glenevis hill, xill you
bave got up about §co yurds perpendicular. Indeed, the
valley, though confined, prefents an sgreeable profpe@. The
Vifta is beaotified with a diverfity of bathes, fhrubs, and
birch woods, the feats of roes and deer, befides many love.
ly fpots of green; a decent, meat, rural manfion, encircled
by a young flourifhing plantation ; = river at the bottom
of the wvale, which, after being broken by & heap of
mis-thapen ftones, glides away in a clear liream; and, wan.
dering through woods, vales, and rocks, lofes itfelf in the
fea. To heighten the pleafure of the charming view, the fea
and the fhores prefent themfelves. This is fuch a profped,
as muft expand the heart, and delight the [pe&ator, attached
to the charms of nature, and to rurzal fcenes ; and recal te mind
the days of old, when princes and princeffes are fid to have
tended their herds and flocks, amidft the beauties of Arcadin.

Upon afcending above this height, the profpe& opens, and
enlarges, to the fouth-weft, and you behold the Strait of
Corran, the iflands of Shuna and Li{more; the fouth-caft
part of Mull, together with the iflands of Saile and Kerrers,
on the oppofite coalt of Argyll. At this altitude, two ele-
*vated hills make their appearance over thefe ifles; which, by
their fhape, declare themfelves to be the Paps of Fura.
Turning to the weft, and inclining a little towards the north,

you
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you fee the {mall ifles, particularly Rum and Canna, and the
Sound that feparates them from Sky, and beyond all
thefe, the Cullin bills, which form the wefl part of Sky it. .
felf. Here the profpe& to the eaft is wholly obftru&ed by
the upper part of the mountain. But ftill every part of Loch-
eile can be eafily obferved, over which the whole borizon is .
furprifingly equal. One uninterropted.range of bills, which
rife, one behind another, prefents no particular o.bjo& worth
diftinguithing.

From the altitude of 600, or jce yards, upward, there is
no vegetation at all, but merely rocks and ftony parts, with.
out even a mixture of earth. Thefe parts are called Scare
mach:.—They are quite flat, and may be walked over with-
out any detriment :=—Upon entering into them, fome excel-
lent fprings of water are to be found. Here one is deceived
with the appearance of a high part, which feems to be the
top of the hill. The deception returns, and is repeated
twice or thrice before you reach the fummit, which is flag,
and bears fome refemblance to the fegment of an arch, held
iu @ horizontal pofition. The left fide appears to be the
higheft : Hence you walk, with eale, over the flat weather<
beaten ftones, that lie clofe to each other, with a gentle de«
clivity, and form an ealy pavement to the foot.—You now
come, all at once, to the brink of a precipice on the north-
eafl of the mountain, almoft perpendicular j—certainly not
lefs than 4o¢, or 500 yards,—perhaps more, as it appears to
exceed the third part of the whole height of the hill. A
firanger is aftonifhed at the fight of this dreadful rock, which
bas a quantity of fnow, lodged in its bofom, through the
whole year., The found of 2 ftone, thrown over the cliit, to
the bottom, cannot be heard, when it falls ; fo that the height
of the precipice cannot be afcertained by that eafly experi-
ment,

. Looking
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Looking to the eaft, Loch-Laggan appears, and to the
fouth-eaft, Loch-Rannoch in Perththire. But Loch-Tay,
being covered by the land, cannot be feen ; nor Loch.Er-
racht. -If you have a good map in company, lay it here, in
a horizontal pofition, and, placing your eye on that part of
it, where Benevis is delineated ; turn it, till the natural po-
fition of Loch-Rannoch coincides with its image on the map,
and you will then have before your eye a true reprefentation
of the objeéls in view. In this marner, you will be able to
difcover the names of thofe‘high mountains, which rife above
the reft ; viz. Crouchan Bhane, near Bunaw in Glenorchay ;—
Shichallion, Ben-More, and Ben-Lawers, in Perthfhire, Bhillan
in Glenco, Ben-More, in the ifland of Mull; Benuais, and
~ other hills in Rofsthire. The whole of the great glen of
Scotland, from Fort-George, to the found of Mull, is, at once,
in view ; comprehending the frefh water lakes of Nefs, Oich,
and Lochy, and all the courfe of the two rivers Nefs and Lo-
chy, from their fource, to the place where they enter into the
falt water, running in oppofite dire&ions, the one north-eaft,
and the other fouth.weflt. The extent of view, on the hori-
zon of the fea, is about 80 miles. One fees at once, acrofs
the ifland, ealtward, to the German Sea, and weftward, to the
Atlaatic Ocean,

Nature, here, appears on & majeftic fcale; and the vafl.
nefs of the profpe& engages one’s whole attention. Particu-
lar obje@s are but few in number, and they of no common
dimenfions ; elfe the eye would entirely overlook them. Such
are thofe high mountains slready enumerated ; which rife
with {ublime alpe& over the other hills. But you are in-
flantly fenfible, that none of them is elevated fo high as the
{pot on which you ftand.

Juft over the opening of the found, at the fouth-weft cor-
mer of Mull, Colunfa rifes out of the fea, like a fhade of mift,
at the diftance of more than 9o miles, Shuna and Lifmore,

are
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tre like fmall fpots of rich verdure ; and, though diftant, neat
32 miles, feem quite near, and under the beholder. The low
parts of Jura, carinot be difcerned, nor any part of Ifla; far
lefs, the coaft of Ireland, which fome have pretended to feé
from the top of Benevis. 'Such, however, is the wide extent
of view, from the fummit of this mountain, that it reaches
170miles, from the horizon of the fea, at the Murray Frith, oh
the north eaft, to the iflaind of Colunfa, on the fouth weft,
Could one pafs a night, in O&tober, ‘on the fummit of Bene-
vis, it is probable, that he would difcover the heavenly bo-
dies in greater {plendour, than upen Mount Blanc itfelf. The
latter, it is true, is much higher; but the the former, is in a
colder climate, and confequently, when fair, in a lefs fhaded
*ky. ‘

* "The high hills on each fide of the lakes and rivers, men«
tioned above, opening like huge walls, or ramparts, on each
band, yizld 2 curious variety of agreeable wild profpeés ; the
valt windings whereof make the feveral turings of the
mountains rather diverfify the fcene, than obftro& the eye.
‘Their extremities, declining gradually from their fevergl
futnmus, open into vallies, where one has variegated views of
woods, rivers, plains, and lakes. The torrents of water,
whlch ‘here and there, tumble down the precipices, and, in
many plam, break through the cracks-and cliffs of the rocks,
arreft the eye, and fulpend the mind, in awful afonifh.
ment. In a word, the number, the extent, and the variety of
the (everal profpeéts,—the irtegular wildne(s of the hills, of the
rocks, and of the precipices,—the noife of rivulets, and of
torrents, breaking and foaming among the ftones, in fuch a di-
verfity of (hapes and colours,—the fhining {moothnefs of the
feas, and of the lakes,—the rapidity, and rumbling of the ri.
vers, falling from fhelve to fhelve, and forcing their fireams
through & multitude of obftru@ions,—the ferenity of the
_ Vo, VIIIL ' 3G ' azure
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azore fkies, and the fplendour of the glorious fun, riding in
the brightnefs of his majefly—have fomething fo charmingly
wild and romantic, and fo congenial to the contemplative
mind, as furpafles all defcription, and prefents a foene, of which
the moft fervid imagination can fcarcely form an idea.

The traveller, who is fo callous, as to behold all this, and
not feel the greatnels and majeflty of the ALmicaTy Axcui-
TECT imprefled upon his heart, muft, indeed, be firangely void
of fenfe, of tafte, and of fentiment. It affords a leflon, wor-
thy of travelling up the mountain to learn, Benevis, and the
furrounding mountains, do, indeed, flrongly excite the idea of
Burnet, of their being the fragments of 2 once demolifhed
world.—Few can perform a journey to the top of Benevis, and
make proper oblervations, going and returning, in lefs tham
2 hours ; and ftill fewer, without feeling, in their limbs, the
effe@ls of the fatigue, for a day or two after, .

Minerals—There is no coal mine in the parith; bat &
vein of lead ore has been lately difcovered, upon the weft fide
of Benevis, running eaft and weft, crofs a burn, in the heart’
of a folid rock of fine red granite, with a flope outwards, as it
defcends; and, but for this flope, in a vertical pofition. It is
four or five inches thick ; compofed of about one third of
ore, and the reft, of white marcafite, with a mixture of ful-
phur; and feems to grow thicker, and richer, as it defcends.
The accefs is not difficult; and the perpendicular height,
about 300 yards from the bottom of the valley. Two other
parallel narrow veins, are to be feen a few yards lower down.
Though = trial could be eafily made, none has, as yet, beenr
attempted. But, no doubt, Mr. Cameron of Glenevis, the
proprietor of this mountain, fo famous among Scottifh hills, will
be induced, by the promifing appearance, to make a trial. At
Invericaddle, belonging to Mr. Cameron of Fafsfern, there is

another vein, of the fame kind, which has been tried, but not
2 " fo
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fo far, as to afcertain its value. That thefe veins are goed,
and worth working, is highly probabie, as they run in a line,
eaft and weft, with thofe at Strontian.

There is abundance of limeftone in the parifh; and, at Bal-
lachulifh ®, belonging te Mr. Cameron of Locheile, there is a
fine appearance of a flate quarry, clofe to the fhore of Loch-
Jeven, which there forms a pretty bafon, where a quay could

3Ga be

® « Near the fasm boufes,” of Ballachulifh, * there isa limeftone, or macble
“ rock, of a beautiful afhen grey colour, and of a fine regular naiform grain, or
% pexture; capable of being raifed in blocks, or {labs, of any fize, and capable of
 receiving a fine polith. ‘This fingular rock, is finely fprinkled throughour,
® with grains snd fpecks of fine bright mundick, or pyrites ; and likewife, with
¢ grains and fpecks of beautifol lead ore, of a fine texture, which, to the eye, ap-
& pears to be rich in filver. This wonld make a bright and beamtifol metallic
* marble,

“ In the farm of Blarmachfhaildaich, belonging to the Duke of Gordon,
“ about 3 miles fouth of Fort-William, in the bed of a river, there is 2 very fine
“ gular marble, confifting of a black ground, and Sowered with white. This
“ ftone, is of a fine clofe grain, or uniform texture, but pot very hard ; and the
* fowering in it is light, clegant, and beauriful, like fine needle-work ; or rather,
“ refembling the frofty fret-work, upon glafs windows, in & winter morning ;
“ and this fowering, is not anly upon the outfide, but quite through all parts
@ of the body of the ftone.

“ A great part of the hill of Benevis, is compofed of porphyry. Tt isa re-
# markably fine, beautiful, and elegant flone, of a redifh caf, in which the pale
“ rofe, the blufh, and the yellowith white colours, are finely blended, and
* fhaded, through the body of the flone, which is of 2 jelly-like texture, and is,
“ undoubtedly, one of the fineft, and mulk elegant, ftones in the world. About
“ three fourths of the way up this hill, upon the north weft fide, there is found
“ a porphyry, of a greenith colour, with a tinge d¥ a brownifh red. This flone
“ is fmoeth, compa&, hard, and heavy, of a clofe nniform texture, but of 20
# brightnefs, when broken. It is fpotted with angular fpecks, of a white quartsy
“ fabftance, :

“ The elegant redilh granite, of Benevis, is, perhaps, the befk, 2ad mof
“ beautiful in the world; and there is enough of it, to ferve all the kingdoms of
# the univerfe, though they were all as fond of granite, 2a ancient Bgypt *.”

® See Williems's Natwral Hiflory of the Mincral Kingdom.
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pe eafily built.—There is a rock, of an excellent redifh grae

pite, in the farm of Sallachan, belonging to. Captain M‘Lean
of Ardgour, which will a.mit o 2 fine polith. , What a pity
it ig, that fuch fume of mosey, fhould be fent every year to
foreign kingdoms for marble, when our own country sbounds
svith all kinds of flones, of the very beft quality, necefiary for
prnamental architedture ?

’

Echoer.—There is an echo at the Efplanade of Fort-William,
near the place where the brewhoule {tands, and anorher, in the
face of the hill of Succoth, immediately behind Anlgotr-
‘houfe. There are probably feveral moie in the parih.

Caves.—In the face of a very fteep rock, near Dallachu.
li(h, there is a cave, but fo difficult of accels, that there is no
pcrfon living, st prefent, in the parifh, who has ventured lo
explore it*. A defcription of it, confequently, cannot be giv eo.
About 8 miles up the river Nevis, there is another remarke
able cave, known by the name of * Uargh-"t *Hoirle,” or Sa-
.muel’s Cave; that being the patronymic of the family of
Glenevis. This cave is in the heart of a rock, which appears
to be about 70 feet high, and nearly as broad, lewning to the
fide of a mount, fouth of the river, and not far diftant from
it. It is of difficult secels, baving, quite clofe to the entrance,
a perpendicular rock, 30 or 4o feet high. The cave sppears

to

~ * Itignot 3 great pumber of years, however, fince a man, who had been
obliged to fkulk for his crimes, n:ade it his place of abode and rcfuge, for the
fpace of about 3 years, During day light, he kept within his cell; but, as foon
as the darknef of the night favoured nim, he iffued forth from his flrong bold, in
queft of provifioss, 'While he continued thus cautious, he was fecure; but, at
Jalk, growing confident, he ventured to fally out in the day time. In one of
thefe predatory excurfions, he was spprebended, and compelled to do juftice ta
the laws of his cmm}xy.
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to be formed, by one part of the -rock leaning to the other,
snd forming, between them, an arched, irregular, fhapele(s,
kind of grotto, from 6 to 12 or 14 feet high. It is 3o feet
long, and 1x broad. The floor is very uncven, {loping from
the mouth all the way, There are 3 divifions io it; the
largeft of which, would afford fhelter for about 30 people.
At its extremity, there are two other pafiages, leading farther
into the rock ; both are quite dark. Thefe apertures condud,
through the body of the rock, to other recefles ; but {uch is
their dark, and hideous appearance, that few can be prevail-
¢d on to eanter them, One of thefe paffages, opens at the
extremity of the large apartment, and is lined with a fhelving
precipitate rock, that goes about 10 feet downwards, and ef-
fe@tually deters moft of the vifitants from proceeding any
farther ;——the other paflage is nearly over it, atthe roof of the
vault; to which one may eafily afcend, by the help of- a flop-
ing part of the rock. The earth, on the floor of the'cave, and
the drops cozing through the crevices, occafion a perpetual
dampnefs, and difagréeable fimell, It is the frightful habita-
tion of darknefs ;—an abode, fit to be inhabited only by the
fons of defpair,—being one of thofe howling caverns, where
the fubterraneous winds blow. Hither, however, fgme re-
treated for {afety, in the year 1746,—and here they, for fame -
time, lived fecure *. The mouth of the cave is not above 32
feet high, and is pretty much concealed by its fituation. The

lurgenefs .

® There is a tradition among the wulgar, that a piper went once into this
cave, and that the noife of his mufic was heard, under ground, at a place called
Kinloch, diftant, from the entrance of the cave, no lefs than 10 miles, The
tune he played was, “ Ob / that ] bad three bands I two for the bagpipe, and one for
¢ the furerd /™ fignifying that he had been attacked by fubterrancan foes. Other
parifhes will, no doubt, claim right to this unfortunate piper, who fergot to
bring a clew with him, to guide him back through the labyrinth. This fory
deferves the fame credit, with thofcof many other traditionary tales, of the fabu-
Jous barde,
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Jargenefs of the rock, however, where it is, and fome fir trees
on its top, will lead to a difcovery of it.

Cafcades ~—]Juit oppofite to the rock, where the laft men-
tioned cave is, on the other fide of the river, there is a moft
beautiful cafcade, falling down, by a gradual flope, from Be-
nevis, upwards of half a mile befere it reaches the bottom of
the valley, where it unites its fircams with thofe of the Nevis,
The appearance of this fheet of water, immediately attralls
one’s attention, dilates the heart, and kindles, in the mind,
thofe lofty and grand fentiments of devotion, and thole plea~
fing elevated feelings, which the fublime found of a cafcade,
or the war of many waters, naturally excite. The windiogs of
the river,—the verdure of the trees,—the wildriefs of the
rocks,—the terrific af{pe&t of the hills,—the mift, flying fwift-
ly on their tops,—the clouds, rolliag along with velocity,~—
the lonely fitnation, remote from human eye,—every thing
confpires to make this fall of water, one of the grandeft ob-
je&ts in nature. It even excels the famous Fall of Foyers,
which cannot be beheld with fo munch complaceacy. It is,
indeed, awful and fublime ; but has too much of the terrble
in its appearance.—About two miles further up the river Ne-
vis, there is another cafcade, which, after forcing its way
through hills and rocks, has a fall of, at leaft, 500 feet per-
pendicular. It is on the fame fide of the river with the cave.
This parifh, as may naturally be expefted, from the namber
of hills in it, abounds with cafcades, that compofe a beautiful
and pi&turelque fcenery.

Woods.~There can be little doubt, but that the greateft part
of the parifh was once over-run with wood. At prefent, it 1s faid,
there are about 14,000 acres under it. The moft confiderable,
and the moft valuable plantation, belongs to Mr. Cameron of

' Lochejle,
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Locheile, who has upwards of 6,000 acres under birch and fir, in<
termingled, and 4,000 acres more, under oak and other timber.
On the property of Capt. M‘Lean of Ardgour, there are about ,
2,000 acres of firs, oak, and other fpecies of trees. Thefe
woods, in many places, would be very valuable. Here, how-
ever, they are not, being far from the fhore, and the roads to
them extremely bad. To purchafe imported timber, therefore,
is found to be cheaper ; at leafl, it is preferred, The trees,
that grow naturally, are oak, fir, birch, ath, mountain.afh,
bolly, elm, wild geen, hazle, and the Scotch poplar. Thofe
planted are, larix, fpruce, filver fir, beech, plane, and fruit
trees.

Wild Quadrupedr and Birds~—~The quadrupeds are, deer
and roes,—hares, as large as thofe in the low countries of Scot«
Iuod, but not fo {wift,—weafels, polecats, badgers, and foxes,
of two kinds : thefe laft, are moftly extirpated, fince the in«
trodu&ion of theep.—The birds are, eagles, of three different
kinds, hawks, kites, ravens, crows, and rooks. There are
heathcocks, ptarmachans, and partridges ; but they are de«
creafing annually, as their eggs are trampled upon, and broke
by the fheep. There are alfo fnipes, and plovers, with all
forts of poultry; and & great variety of {mall birds, of the mu-
fical kind, fuch as the rofe, the heath, and the rock-linnet,—
the chaff, the bull, and the goldfinch,—the fky-lark, the
thrufh, the robin.redbreaft, 8c.—The migratory birds are,
woodcocks, which appear in O&ober, atid go away in March,—
and cuckoos, {wallows, martins, {wifts, and {lonechatters,
which arrive in April, and depart in Auguft, September, and
O&ober, -

Cattle~At prefent, there are in the parifh, according to
the exalteft calculation that could be made, about 6,000 head
of
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of black catle, 5oc horfes, 1,223 goats, a=d €2,220 ipesy.
Before the moce of ficep-farning was introluced, a great
pumber of borl:s were reared for Gic. Thoy were well fhaped,
hardy, and high mettied. Gordonssnow feil at from 81. to 2cl.
Owicg to their decreaiin] in nomber every fealon, they have
aivanced in price coniderably, of late years. They are afed
in ploughing, harrowingz, leading home peats, and carrying
manure to the iields. Four of them, are ycked a-breafl in the
ploegh ; and a man, who lezds them, flasds immcdiately be-
fore them, aud walks bickwz-d, facing the plonghman. This,
furely, is very aukward ! TlLe gentlemen in the parifh, bow-
ever, yoke but two horfes in the plough ; and the one who
holds it, manages 4ifo the reins. Three difierent kinds of
ploughs are vfed.—Tie fheep were firft introduced, into the
parifh, in the year 1764. Toey have fince increafed fo much,
that about three fourths of the country are occupied by thend,
Wherever they are, there is not above the 130cdth acre in
tillage. Hence the quantity of hill ground may be conceived.
But, indeed, the vallies are moftly pafture walks, for the win
ter and fpring retreat of the fheep, as well as of the black cat-
tle.—All the hills, below the perpendicular altitude of 6co
yards, are lised with beautiful, foft, and rich heath ; but,
above that height, they are moftly barren. There is no comi-
mon in the parifh.

Produce, Cultivation, &c.—Dats, barley, and potatoes, are
the principal crops. The climate and foil here are ill calcu-
lated for rearing grain. In the beflt feafon, the crop is
precarious, and hardly equivalent to the expénces incurred.
Potatoes, which are moftly planted in drills, anfwer remark«
ably well; and turnips, it is believed, would tarn to good ac-
count, particularly to the {heep farmer. Hitherto, however,

little attention Das been beflowed upou them. Oats are fown
during
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during the two laft weeks of March ; barley, and potstoes, in
the end of April, and beginning of May. Barley is reaped in
the end of Auguft ; oats, from the beginning of September ta
O&ober, and potatoes, sbout the ehd of September.

The following is the average number of Englifh acres, une
der the different forts of grain, on each of the fheep farms:

13 acres are under 13 bolls of cats.
4 = under 3 bolls of barley,
10 e under 14 bolls of potatoes.
Total, 37 screa in tillage,
34,973 scres in fheep paflure.

Inall, 35,000 acres; being 16 miles by § and two fifthe.

In farms of lefs extent, there is a fmaller proportion ac-
cordingly: Indeed, thole proportions are equal to a medium
of 4 ordinary fheep Tarms in the parifh, or to 8, aecording to
former divifions, In farms, where there are black catily
ftocks, there are neatly 4 times this proportion of ground in
culture. The pafture grounds, including fheallings, do not
rent at above 4d. per acre snoually. The returns, upon an
average, are, of oats, 3 from 1, of barley, 5, and of potatoes, r0.
There is no hemp, and very little flax feed, fown in the parifh,
The vallies and mesdows yielding fpontaneoufly plenty of ex.
cellent grafs: there is but little clover, or rye grafs fown. The
gardens yicld the ordinary vegetables.

Imports and Exports.—The articles imported are, meal,
flour, oats, butter, cheele, whitky, foreign (pirits, falt, timber,
tar, and all kinds of mercantile goods. There were entered
fowards, in the year .x791, at the port of Fort-William, .
coaftwife; 8,0c0 bolls of oatmeal ; which, at the average price

of 168. 8d. per boll, is 66661. 13s. 4d. But only abont 2 508
'0‘-'. VIII. 3 H bolls
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bolls were ufed in the parith, the reft being fold to other
countries : 2500 bolls, at the above price, come to 2083L..
6s. 8d. We may fafely fay, that the parith pays st leaft,
that fum for meal every year ; for feldom, very feldom, it is,
that it fells fo reafonably, as is above flated. Of whiky, there
are annually imported into the parith, and drunk in it, about
1 5,000 gallons, which, at 4s. cachpllon,cothg.oool. The
exports are, filh, wool.ﬂwep,hm{eo and black cattle,
During the fummer and barveft 1791, there were taken, by
the people of the parifh, aboct3,ooohu'dsofhamp
which, at'18s. per barrel, is 2700 L.

Accouny of Wool fent coaftwife, from the port of Fort-William, for 3 years
preceding the sth day of January 1793

el we &.

From sth Jangary 1789, to sth Jangary 1790, - 3737 3 24,
From sth January 1790, to sth Janoary 1791, = - abs3 2 8§
From sth January 1995, to sth Janoary 1793, - 3593 3 x

Inall, 835 0 5

Or, 41,930 fones, at 34 Jbe. Englifh to cach fome. Two thirds of the wool are
‘white, and onc third is tarred.

Btener. lha. L «» &

27,953 8, st 7& 64. per Rove, amonnt to » = = 3048310 o

33,976 16, at gu. 6d. per flone, amount to - - - 3843 11 8

41930 © Total of wool exported in 3 years, 14326 ¢ &
The annual average produce of wool, w&m!ono%} o 7 sk
Liam, is therefore - -

The greateft part of the above wcol, was fent coaftwife to
‘Liverpool, and other ports in England, Let it be obferved,
bowever, that it includes much more than the produce of
thip parith, in which there gre only 60,000 fheep. Something
more
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hmtﬁmGﬁ«o&gmﬂy‘otoach&om,wm%qud
to about 16,000 ftones

Mn ‘o . L 0 ‘

6666 14, 4t 75 64 per flone, cothe to - & - 3499 19 4%
-3333 10, at §u 64 per flone, come to - - - 916 13 9f

10000 © Total ansudl produce of the whol of this parith, 3416 13 »

—

Population—The introdution of theep, it is obvious, bes
& tendency to diminith the number of inhabitants in particue
lar diftri@s ®. ln this parith, however, from the operation
of peculiar circumftances, the popolation has increafed confi-
derably, and is fill on the increafe. It is not ealy, mow, to
determine the exa& proportion of people that remain, come
pared with thofe who have been obliged to remove. From a
medium flatement of feveral farms, in different fituations,
they appear to have been nearly three times as populous, as
they are at prefent. But one fousth of the parith is fill un-
der black cattle, and contains as great a number of people as

- 3 -3 Hia ever,

_ & "There is #n ablolute necellity of preferving the grafh, during fommer and
barvef, upoq the low grounds, for the ufe of the {heep in winter and fpring ;-
for, otherwife, they rua arikk of perithing. This could not be done, were
the fame number of people, ae formerly, to live there, and to cultivaze lands fot
their own fubfience. Befides, the number of cbws xnd barfes, they would require,
would entirely confume the grafs. Proprictors, it is faid, have made repedted
trials of letting their lands, amang the former tennots, jointly, provided they
would flock them with Theep, and agree amony themfelves, with regard to theif
refpc&ive fhares. But every inftance of this kind, has proved unfuccefaful in
the end. Aad, indeed, it is slmoft impollible, that & mmititede of people tan
agree in managing & jeint flock of theep, and bringing the produce to market,
Schemes of this kind, confequently, how plaufible focver they may feem ia theo-
ry, will evgr fail of fuccefs in prafice; and experience has demonfirated the ab«
furdity of fuch an attempt. The fai is, that fheep farms cannot be let with
prudence, or advantage, to s pumber of teoants; and the introdu@ica of
fhecp muft, of conrfe, diminifh the number of tensnts in particular diftridly,
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over. And of thofe, who have been difpoffeffed, very few
have quitted the parith. "They go and refide in Maryburgh ;
as feveral allo do from other neighbouring parithes ; which
sccounts for the incresfing populoufoefs of that village. Be-
fides which, the women, in general, are very prolific, fre-
guently bringing forth twins ; and, in September laft, (1793),
two women were delivered of 3 childrean each at a birth,
Every marriage commonly produces from § to 7 children.
For feveral reafons, it is almoft impoffible to keep an exa@
and a complete regifter of baptifms and marriages, in fo ex-
tenfive u parith as this, Unlefs the clergyman, at the time of
celebrating thefe ordinances, write down, in @ memorandum
book, the names of the parties, and tran{mit them afterwards
to the feffion clerk, they will never be regiftered ; for the
parties themfelves cither negle&, or difregard to do it. Be-
fides, it is believed, that the Papifts end Epifcopalians keep a
feparate regifter of their own births and marriages. And,
of deaths, no regifter has ever yet been attempted to be
kept in .the parith. By the moft exa@ calculation, the

number of fouls is - - - - 4238
The return to Dr. Webfler, in 1755, was -« - 3093
Jncreafe, - - - - - X133

ed in the above number, and not enumerated in the

The inhabitants, in the garrifon, however, being includ- }
194
return to Pr. Webfier, muft be deduéted

Exa& increafe in 37 years, - " - 938‘

Of the above number, abeut 1800 live in Maryburgh and
Fort-William ; and of thefe there sr¢

- Merchants;
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$erchants, a c -« 2 Bronght over, 1371
Shopkepers, = - - 9  Fidlem, . = = B
Carpenters,  « - = It Barber, - - - B
Shipwright, - - - 1 Dym, « - =i
Boc-wrights, , - - - 3 Gegeoms, . - - 4
Wheebwrights, - = - 3 Comptroller, =+ -~ « ¥
Curt-wrights, =« -« <« &  Burveyer, - - -/ x
Coopars, ~» =« 4 = s Tide-waiters, - - 3
Bawers, - « « « 6  Exxife-men, - -. 3
Mafore®, « « « « a6  Schoolmaflers, - ¢ »
n’m - - - - I3 Am‘, . - - 4
Weavers, -« « « « 34 Farmers, « =+« =« =« 10
Bocenkers, -~ - « 18 Gardeners, - - .o @
Bmithaa, - « =« =« 3§ Iookeepersa, - -, +« @8
Nales, - =« =« <« 3  Maowamakers,  “- - 3
Butchers, « <« =+ « 9 Samfirefles, . - - 4
e N Wall, 15
Carry over, 131 "

There are 13 0ld people living, at prefeat, in Maryburgh, at
the following ages :

6 aged 24 years of age.

‘—““

§ -7
2 98
X — 104
Died in the parith, i
_I5 years ago, 1 aged 107 years of age,
'l_——' — - !” —_———
4 I 103
And ladt year, 1 103 :
S Language,

® Good mafons, brick-layers, and earpenters, get 11, 8d. por day. A taylor,
sod brogue-maker, who goes about for work, reccives 10d. a-day, befides
viduvals, and a cemmon labourer, 1s. But, for this lait clafs, there is ndt con*
fiant werk throoghout the year; and what be earps, depends upon his own di-
ligence, Where there is not conftant work, the rates for gay-labouricrs caninat
be fixed ; nd.dmk,kulﬂrﬂﬁbhwmmmw,
any certain expence,
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Lasguage.~Tbe Gaelic is the mother topgue . of- the
patives ; and, it- is thought, that in-this, and fome neighe
bouring parithes, it is fpoken in its greateft purity. Though
#€\Gaelic e the original language, there are very few people,
efpicially of the younger clafs, who do mot underftand and
fpeak Englifh. _ It is remarkable, yet not the lels true, thas
the §lliterate Highlander, who is a fitranger to every other
landyage but the Gaelic, fpéaks it mdre Suemly, more elee
gantly, and more purely, than the fcholar®. ~

Village—Maryburgh, or Gordonfbwrgh, is the only one of
sote in the parith, and is fituated upon the fea fhore, fouth
fde of Locheile, within @ few yards to’ the fouth-weft of
Fort-Willam. Anciently, the place where it ftands, was called
Auchistors-beg. The village was then built on the ground
where the Efplanade is now. It was after the acceffion of
ghe Priace of Orange to the Britith throme; thet it- obtdined
the name of Maryburgh, in honour of his royal conort. Fox
fome time paft, it has heen indilcriminately called Maryburgh
and Gordonfburgh, fram the family of Gordon, whofe pro-

-
o¥ -

® 'The name of almoft every plice in Caledonia, i derived from the Gaelic 3
o that it is unneceflary to cqumerate many ioflances. Conpach, » place defe to
the fhore, on an angle of Locheile, is a compound, fignifying the fdd of cpfes.
Bt is well known, that men of sote were ancleitly interred in lonss Such as
were brought from the north of this parith, were kept in fiate st Corpach for a
night, or perbape longer. Hence the original of the name. Ochimich is another
phace upon the fhere of Lochleven, where the dead, brought from Perthihire,
Wrere embarked for the confecrated ground of lons, and mecans « greas, or docp
coofliiog figh of lamentation. Perhaps women were hired to fet wp the Caw-
wach, [ achaber, o Loch-swcapper, fignifies the Lake of Horne. Indoed it defirvea
Dot the pame of lake, being a fmall pool in the mefs of Corpach. The tradition
is, that the deer, in the routiog feafon, fought sbout this Jake, snd lofi their
berns. Henoe the whole country has received its pame,
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perty itis. Itis in a thriﬁn'g' way, and with their couna
tensmcewnd patrodage, is likely to become a diftingdithed place,

Fort-William —Stands upon the fouth fide of a fmall gulph
of that arm of the fea, called Locheile ;* where, by the tum of
the mounntains, it forms itfelf into an angle, and receives the
vivers Lochy and Nevis, It is fituated upon a plain, slmoft
level with the fea.” Upon the oppofite thore, there is another

of a much Iarger extent, upon the fame level, which widens,
and exceedingly beautifies “the profpe@. Thefe phins are
furrounded with mountains, which were once covered with
woods, and are watered with many fprings and rivulets.

The fort was firft built duoring the ufurpation of Olkiver
Cromwell, by the advice and dire@ion of Monk. It occupied
more ground at that time than it does now, and confifted of

3,000 cffe@ive troops. Colonel Braym was the firft, I be-
lieve, who was appointed goveinor, The fort was then dif-
tinguifhed by the name of the ** Garrifon of Inverlochy.,”—
In the time of King William, it 'was iebni.lt, on a lefs fcale,
with ftone and lime. In the year 1746, it flood a fiege of
5 wecks, which commenced 24th February, and was raifed
3d April fonowing, with the lofs only of 6 men killed,
and 24 wounded ®. 'The fort is, by no mesns, a place of
firength. For thefe two years paft, all the men in it have
been only = company of invalids. Befides, fome years ago,
sbout s fourth part of the wall wass undermined, and fwept
sway by the river Nevis : It has ever fince been faft going to
ruin, and there appears not the moft diftant profpe@ of its
being repaired. General James Murray is the prefeat go.
vernor of the fort; Lord Forbes is deputy-governor; and

Captain

# A journal of the fiege, had been kept by one of the officery in the gurrifony

® copy of which is in the pofiefiion of the writer hereof,
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Captain- Thomes Cochrane, commanding officer. A poft«
office was eftablithed at Fort.William in the year 1764.—
There is 2 mafon-lodge ; and a jail, in which there have been,
in all, fince 1981, for various crimes, 48 prifoners, many of
them for trivial offences.

Rent and Propricters~The valued rent of the pasifh, ia
4341 143. 4d. Ster. ; the real grofs reat, about §200l. ; the lands,
rent at 47323 L 8s. 11 d. ; the falmon fithing, upom the river
Lochy, reats at sbout 330l.; fill water fithing, at 271, 3
boufes rent at about 2001, The following table (hows the
proprictors in the parith ®; their rental, valued and real;
and the fuperiors of whom they hold their lands, The threq
lat refide in it

Vakeations. | Resd Rents. Superiers.
Mz, Cameron of Locheile, L.350 o o ll.ueo o o imm

sod Gordoa.
Mr. MFLean of Ardgour §, 78 2x 1| 1663 8% 1x n;‘umn
Duake of Gordon, 3¢ %10 300 o o|Crown.
Mr. Camgron of Glenevis, 3016 8 500 © ©|Duke of Gordon.
Mr, Cameron of Fafsfern 3o 5 6 660 0 o D.m‘-

My, Cameronof Kinlochleven, 10 18 3| 100 o o|Duke of Gordons
1434 14 4 [L.4733 8 11

Improved Value of Land~Since the year 1764, when fheep
were firft introduced into the parifh, the value of land has
sugmented confiderably ;—in general, to tyiple what it then
was, Farms, yoder long leafes, muft be excepted. Of thefe
there are only a few, which were granted by the commiffion-
ers upo;l the apnexed eftates. Where there are but fhort

leafes

# Changes of property are not {request ; not above three inftances having
dcrurred within thefe 150 years,
§ Ardgour does pot hold fo much of the Crown, as intitles him to » vose,
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Reafos granted by landlords, improvements will advance very
Jowly. There are fome lands in the parith, which are ele
teemed high reated.—The great augmentation of rents mult
be attributed, principally, to the mede adopted, of ftocking
farms with fheep. They require a fmaller number of hands
to tend them, than black cattle; cag grage in places where
thefe would not venture, and yield a greater produce. This,
it will be scknowledged, is a flrong temptation ta proprie.
tors, who value sosey more than mes, to encourage fheep-
farming ®.—~There are 93 farms in the parilh: The average
extent of each, is 64 fquare miles; and the average anousl
yent, about 50l. Sterling. Qf thefe g3 farms, 54 belong to
Locheile, and 18 to Ardgour ;~—and of thefe laft 18, 2 farms
rent at 100 ). each ; 3 at 260 L. each; and pne at 340l. The
loweft at 301, ' '

Churches, &c.—There are g places of warlhip in the parifh.
Befides the eftablifhed minifter, there is & miflionary, ap-
" pointed by the committee for managiog his Majelty’s roysl
bounty, who refides at Fort-William, and another, who offi-
ciates in the parifh once 8 month. The mimifter of a miffion,
in fome neighbouring parifhes, alfo refides in Kilmalie, befides
a prescher of the gofpel. Once a month, a Popilh aad a None
juring ' clergyman, preach within the bounds of the parith,

Vor. VIIL 31 The

* A periodical writer has propofed to mingle corn and theep farms together,
jo fuch proportions, that the iatter may purchale the fruits of the former. The
sdoption of this fcheme, he thinks, would prevent emigration. In the fouth of
Scotland, fuch a plan might anfwer; but, in this parifh, it is totally impraiica~
ble. For what is the hnd in tillage, compared to the hill grounds? The vallics
could taflly be cultivated, but what would then become of the grafs upon the
hills? There, the fheep grase all fommer and harvefl, but moft be brought to
the ftraths to feed duriog winter and fpring; and, confequently, very little crop
esn be reared. The bulk of the people, therefore, muf remove, cither to
towm or villsges in ths neighbourhoed, or out of the country.
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The number of members of the ERablithed Ghured, s 3771y,
~of Papifts, 103,~and of Nonjurors, 407. It isnot long,
fince the pumber of Papifts amounted only to 35. The in-
creafe is owing to their focking into Maryburgh, from the
neighbouring countries, whep difpoffeflfed of their lands.——
Until the year 1779, the living was worth no more than 52 1.
10 5. Sterling annually ; neither was there any allowance mede
for communion elements ; and even yet, it is only 69 1. 10 5.,
and 3]. 6s. §d. foreqamunwn elements. There is no manfe.
The heritors allow, in place thereof, sad for deficiency of
glebe, the fum of x1l. 138, 4d. An eéxcellent perifh church
was built, in the year 1783_, which coft 4401. ; sad, laft year,
another was built, in Marybqrgh, by the Duke of Gordon
and the inhabitants, that coft fomevlu.t notc. The Duoke of
Argyll bas always been reckoged the patron of the parith ;
bat, it is fmd. that he hu made aver his right of potronage to
Locheile, with whom ¢he Duke of Gordon difputes it. Prin.
cipal Campbell, of the' Univerfity of Gh.fsow, was predccef-,
for to the prefent incumbeat.

Scbeols —The parochial fchool is at Fort-William ; which, if
not the moft centrical place, is at leaft the moft populous in the
p.nb. Here, the laoguages and mathematics sre taught, The
number of the fcholars, attending, is about r'so. The falary is
161. 13s. 4d ; which, with the {chool fees, fefion-clerk’s fa-
lary, and the dues for chrifteniogs and marrisges, will be equal
to about go L., or 180 ). Sterling nanually. Befides this fchool,
there are § others, on the eftablifament of the Society for pro-
‘pagating Chriftian Knowledge. To one of thefe, they grant
a falary of 221, and to the reft x2 L. each. There is allo a
catechift, employed between this and Klkmmvug parifh, with

a&hryofnl..‘iwrka‘

‘' Poer.
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Pobr.~The poor of this parith wender about, and beg from
door to door, to the grave : For the funds; sppropriated to
their ule, are very inadequate to their neceflities, being the
Sunday colleions, whith may smount to fomething better
than 201, siyear ; and the intereft of 181, beihg donations
made, at different times, by the following perfons, vis.

Alexander Camerad, tackfoen of Strane; 2. Lo »

Dygald Camerop, tenant st Suronlie, . - ‘3 ®
]aon‘Onwl.muuDrvam, « = +30

Joha Cameron, tesant at Clachaig, - - 110
Joha M*Phe, tenant 8¢ Glendeflary, . . ° 10

L18 o0 o

Laft year Majer Carbflbh; of Errait, fent to the writer of this
article 201, Sterling, for the immediate relief of the poor;
dod he has fGnce difiributed among them upwsrds of 301,
more himfelf. There are nd ftated tilpes for dividiog she
poor’s money § and fomge are relieved oftener thaa others, If
any ate reduced to poverty by accident, difeale, or calamity,
there is an extraordinary cdlle@ion made for their relief.

e 0O 0 b O
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| Comparative Vizw
Of the Prices of Provifionsy 8c. in the years 1771 and 1793,

1L 1791
Num;an.xgc. Beef and mutton, 244. or 3d.
A goofe, 1e. 8d. ? A goole, from 3s. 6d. to 3s. 6d.
A het, from ad. ¢4 3d. A Hen, 6d. to 8d.

Buter, por lib. 4d. Butter, 8d.
Cheefe, per ftone 3s. 64, Cheele, 64.
Salmon, per ib. »d. uha,,d.uod.
-Eggy, per dosen, 1d. Eggs, ad. to 3d.
Potatoes, per peck, (fcaree), 6d. Pocaedllil 74. to 9d.
Barley, por boll. 16s. Barley, 1l 18
Onuts, per boll, 1o, ‘' Oats, 138 4d. to 1%
Coals, pir ton, 18, Coals, 18e to 1L
A boat Joad of peats, 40 64 A boat load of peats, 9. to T3n
Pork, por lib. ad. Pork, 3d.

. A*"L”‘L

A duck, 1,

A goat, 5e. 6d. to 70 6d.
A alf, 2 6d. to §a

thquitza.—-Upon the banks of the river Lochy, on the
north fide, sbout 4 miles sbove Fort-William, there are the
remains of.an ancient taftle, concerning which the M. S. hif-
tory of the houfe of Locheile fays, ** that it was built by the
% chief of that family, in the :exgu of Queen Mary.” The
probability is, however, that it is of a much more ancient
date ; and the tradition of the country is, that it was built at the
fame time with the caftle of Invernefs. Ao additional probabi-
lity, of its being built long before the reign of the unfortunate
Mary, is, that Bancho, Thane of Lochaber, (the anceftor of the
royal houfe of Stewart), had his caflle in this neighbourhood ;
: and.
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&dd, a little below the fite of Torecaitle, there is 2 moft beau-
tiful walk, sbout a quarter of a mile long, that {till retaias his
name. Along this fweet walk, on the one hand, flows the
Lochy ; on the other, there is a delightful baok, which is at pre-
fent planted with fir, 20d which was then, undoubtedly, covered,
with ftately wood. There is fill remaining, of this building,
a wall of 40 or 50 feet, and & vault, almoft entire, which
could be converted into an excellent cellar. Of old, when
fire arms were unknown, it certainly was a very ftrong place.
It flands on the brink of a frightful precipice, at the bottom
of which the river forces its paflage through rocks,. and has
been fecured on the land 4ide, by = ditch and draw-bridge.
The traces of the ditch are flill very vifible®. On the fide of
the glen, oppofite to the fouth weft part of Benevis, lie fcat-
tered in ruins, the laft veftiges of a very ancient building,
which, in a few years heace, will be eatirely demolifhed, by

the

® Ount of the face of the rock, on which the roins fland, grows an sged ve-
perable afh, Juxuriant in branches, where a pair of crows bad neflled, and con-
tinued to batch for a pumber of years. But, of late, the neft has been overturne
ed, from real wantonnefs, and its inhabitanes fcared sway~—Many things con-
cur to make this s fceme of mived plesfure and grandeur. Below, there is &
biack decp gulph, that makes the heart recoil; the roar of the water, fuaming
and forciog its way amidft rocks, has a wonderful effic& upon the mind, whils
the falmon are feen Rruggling againft its fircams, Upaon the other fide of the
river, arc beheld Jambe Kkipping alung its banks, while the heath is covered with
ficep, which infpire pleafaninefs and gaiety. At fome diftance, Beocvisfeems te
ploes of arable gronnd, and the corn changing its colour from green to yellow.
The golden rays of the fetiing fun, glittering on the water, and daring through
the green boughs, heighten the piGurefque fcenery. A fow yards farther down the
river, there is a fmall ifland, that is covered with large ancient fir, where s vaflt
number of berons neftle, whale noife is heard at a confiderable diflance, A feene
in which the heart, the mind, and the imagination, are st once interefted, is fore-
ly oo mican obje®. Within a few yards of this ruirous caftle, the prefent mi
nifter of the parith refides, Therc are a pumber of 4wwedi in the parith,
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the ravages of sll-conqueting time. It is forgotten in the dad
mals of fame, and tradition itfelf; his hardly betn ablé to pre-
ferve the pame it bore, vix.

Dusibairdgheli—~1It flands wpon the very fommit of «
green hill, sbout 400 yards perpendicular n height. The
traces of the building are fill vifible ; and the part now re-
maining runs round the whole top of the kill, (the compals of
which is 150 yards), not in sny regular form, but fellowing
exa&tly the verge of the fleep, fo 83 to command the greatel®
frength poffible. The figure is nearly oval. By its fituation
upon this clevated {pet, it commamds part of Mamore, snd the
whole of Glenevis, and muit bave been originally intended for
s plsce of defence. This opinion feems to be confirmed by
the fize of the work, and by its being in fight of the caftle off
Iaverlocby ®*. Dundhairdghall appears to bave been & fort of
grest antiguity, snd not inferior, in this refped, to Inverlochy
caftle: indeed, of the two, it feems the more ancient. It is
thought to have ferved as an outwork for frengthening that
place, when it was a royal refidence. Authentic information
is upon record, of the kings of Scotland baving refided at In-
verlochy, io the time of Chacles the Great of France : sad this
peed not feem {urprifing, whea we refle® that Scotland was
then, moft probably, confined within very parrow bounds.
Granting the probability of the co-antiquity of thele buildings,
Dundhairdghall is not lefs than 1,0c0 years old. The part of
the wall that remains, is 00 more than from o to 4 fest high,
snd is vitrified al} round. As this naturally’ renders fione
more friable, it has probably sccelerated the downfall of the
building. How the fire bas been applied, can be only con-

jeured.
® Inverlochy caftle is within Jefs than 3 miles of Fart-Wilkings, bt in the pa-
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buman body.—The laft man of genius, born in the parifh,
whom we fhall mention, is Mr. Roserr GzraAY, who bid fair
to fthine, had he lived ; but, being born with a delicate con-
fHitution, he literally fell a facrifice to his thirft for literatare.
He died at Edinburgh, 6th Jaouary 1791 %

Aldvantages and Difadvantages.—The great exteat of fea
fhore has been already mentioned as an sdvgyntage to the pa-
rith ; nor are the mild wiaters, and the ealy communication
with other parts of the world, among the leaft of them. The
parifh, in general, is well pravided with excellent peats, which
is the chief fuel that is ufed. Fort-William, howeyer, is ill
fupplied with this neceflary article. And, indeed, were the
duty taken off coals, none who live upon the fhore would bura
any other fuel. Thus, much time, that t» now unavoidably
taken wp in procuring the article of fire, would be faved ; and
many baods might be employed in Githing, and other wfeful
occupations, that, at prefent, are negle&ed. Another great
difsdvantage, but not peculiar to this parifh alone, is the duty
upon falt. There sre other inconveniences and difadvanta.
ges, that are peculiar 2o this parith, efpecially to Fort-William .
and Maryburgh, but which could be removed withont snyp
great expence.  Some of thefe are, the want of a quay, of a

regulag

® In a few days after, the fallowing chara@er of him appeared in the pspers;
“ On Bunday la dicd here, at the age of 30, Mr. Robert Gray of Lofs, late
* prefident of the Royal Medical and Royal Phyfical Societies, Edinburgh, moft
« fincerely lamented by the wholc Univerfity. It is difficult to fay, whether
“ more admiration was excited by his acquifition in every branch of fcience, at
* fo early & period, or mare Jove and efteem by the fincerity and difintereftednets
* of his fricadfhip, joined to the moft amiable and engaging manners. The
* heart-felt grie! of his fellow ftudents, who have often been delighted by hia
“ cloquence, and infkro&ed by his crudition, is the meft unequivocal teftimony
* to his worth, and will long continue to be the mofk flattering tribute to his me-
“ rit, though it may embitter the lofs foftained by his relatiom,”
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jelured ®. Of the ®ra, hiftory, and ufe'of this place, tradiy
gion is totally filent. And, in fa&, when the hiftory of In.
verlochy caltle itfelf is involved in {o much obfcurity and fa.
ble, no wonder that its watch-tower fhould moulder into for-
getfulne(s and oblivion ¢,

Eminent Mew—Of thefe the parifh has not been wholly
barren. In the reign of James 1., flourithed James Canerow,
a native of this parilh, who was bithop of Glafgow, chancel.
jor of Scotland, and fjrft minifler to that monarch. He was
« msn of great learning, snd a profound flatefmant.—In the
yeign of Queea Mary, lived Joux Caxerow, minifter of Du.
noon ; & perfon of great probity and leatning, and father to
the * great CamxroN, who was then the moft famous Protef-
“ tant divine living. He paft his younger years in the Uni-
¥ verfity of Glafgow ; and leaving bis own country, when he
¥ was very young, he arrived at Bourdeanx in 1660, where
“ he was much noticed for his great qualities and progrefs in
# learning. He taught divinity, for three years, at Lamur,
# and feemed to embrace the opinion of Arminius, in fupport
¢ of which be publifbed many treatifes.”—Sir Ewzn Canz-
goN was born in 1629, and died in 1719. Of this gentle.
man, the author of this article could fay much, having mates
gials in his hands for feveral pages§. Joan Inwegs, another na-
tive of thiy parifh, is well known to the medical ftudent, by
his Treatife on the Mufcles, aod his anatomical tables of the

humaa

'humduﬁdhpﬂ“hmrﬂrﬂlﬂ,

!?Notvnhnudmg thefe fragments of ancient fortification, there have been
po bettles, in this parifh, of aoy confequence ; but frequent fkirmithes betwesn
'hcchnc,(.‘mmdﬂ‘lﬁ.
Vide Buchaman, b. XI.
} Bee » good account of him in Penant's Tour, fecond edition,
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regulsr weekly market, of good water, of a tannery, of a
faw mill, and of a manufalory,

Propofed Improvements.—In flormy weather, veflels, lying
at Fort William, are obliged to unmoor, and crofs to the op-
pofite thore: where, indeed, thereis a pretty fafe harbour, and
good anchorage, called Camu/mugaul. This is always attend.
ed with sdditional expence and lofs of time, and fometimes
the veflels receive damage upon the banks. All this counld
be avoided, if onoly 4ool. were laid out in building & proper
quay. But, fmall ag this fum is, the merchants of Fort Wil.
liam are unable to advance it. The Duke of Gordon, who
is proprictor of the place, is the only perfon from whom
afliitance can be expefted. But the neceflity, or utility of
fuch a work, has never been reprefented to him. There is a
f1ill greater neceflity of eftablithing at Fort William, & weekly
market for butcher meat and other articless For want of
this, people feldom bave it in their power to purchafe frefh
meat; and all winter and {pring they feed upon falt provifions.
This could be eafily remedied, anome of the neighbouring
fheep farmers would find it their intereft, were they to fell
fome of their flock to a butcher in the place.

Abundance of good water could eafily, and at a fmall ex-
pence, be conduited by pipes. This ought to be done by
Government, becaufe the garrifon is much worfe fupplied
than the village..~The only obje&ion, againRt a tannery, is,
that there are too few cattle killed in the couatry, for keeping
fuch a work going. But, then, would it not be an ealy mat-
ter to import undreflfed hides, and to tan them here? This
is dope in other places.—Aguing the ereQion of a faw mill,
there can be no folid obje&ion. There was one formerly on
the river Archaig; but it did not anfwer the purpofe, on ac-
count of its diftance from the garrifon ; and was therefore

Vor. VIII 3K difcontinned
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difcontinued. A vaft quantity of timber is imported yearly
to Fort William, and 6 fawers are conftantly employed about
it: Whereas a mill would faw more in & few days, than all
the 6 would do in a twelvemonth. It fhould be built upon
the Nevis, within a few yards of the foot.

What would be of fill greater benefit to this parifh, and
likewife to sll the furrounding countries, would be the efta-
blithment of a manufa@ory of coarfe woollen cloth. If
nations confider the exportation of raw materials, as one of the
greateft difadvantsges and misfortuncs, is it not to be regret-
ted, that 10,coo ftones of wool fhould be annually exported,
from this parifh alone, to Liverpool, and other ports of Eng-
land, whence it is fometimes returned to ourfelves, after it is
wrought into cloth? Thus the Englith manufa&urer and
merchant are enriched by the produce of our country, while
hundreds of our own people are idle and unemployed through-
eut the whole year®. -
. But the improvement that would be of the greateft advan-
tage to the parifh, and indeed to the whole kingdom, would

$ be,

® This extreme tardingi in improvement: mull, in & great degree, be attributed
tothcvnzo(pnbﬁcfyirk.ndolh’basl(a&hmu.inmnydthhdbddm;'
l’orqho(ebcncﬁt it may not be improper to infert the following lines, com-
pofdm'm.nfcwywup.byagen&mn,thighhod proprietor, when
at Laurencckirk, on his way to Edinburgh, by wsy of apoftrophe to Lord
GARDENSTONE :

“ If Rome, from a dirty and mean paultry village,

% Arofe to fuch grandenr, by plumder and pillage,

“ ‘What may not the Patron of Laozzncexizx hope,

% Before arts and fcience and induftry drop?

“ Had our Lords, or our Lairds, but the half of thy merit,
“ The tenth of thy fenfe, or the twelfth of thy {pirit;

** Qur-poor would be rich, and our rich would be great,
“ And quite independent of minipns of fate.”
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be, to cut a canal between the weft and eaft feas. Without
xid from government, it is too great' an undertaking for pri-
vate individuals. Jtcould eafily be accomplifhed ; for there
are 3 large lakes intervening, viz. Lochy, Oich, and Nefs,
where fhips of the line might fal. Two miles of dry land
are the utmoft diftance, following the courfe of the lakes and
rivers iffuing from them, betwixt Fort William and Invernefs.
The channels of the rivers would require to be made deeper
and wider, and in fome places, no doubt, sltered entirely.
Were this paflage opened, the long and dangerous navigation
by the Pentland Frith would be avoided.—Another canal, from
the head of Locheile to Loch Sheil, would be of very great ad-
vantage to this parilh. The diftance, between thele two lochs,
is between 3 and 4 miles of & foft mofs. From Loch Sheil a
river runs iato the fes of about a mile long. The benefit of
fuch = canal would be experienced by all navigators, going
from the north to the Clyde; the dangerous point of Ardna-

murchan would not then be dreaded by them. ’

Masser of living prier to the year 1764.—All the arable
gronod was carefully cultivated, and fowed, moftly with oats.
If the returns were few, the rents were low. Farms were
divided into fmall proportions among the occupants ; yet their
cattle were grazed in  common, every tenant having cattle’ in
proportion to the fhare of rent which he paid. The cattle
were neverthelels appropriated, and each had his own, and
their fruits. Befides black cattlg, they had = few (heep and
goats ; out of which, they could, at any time, afford to take
part for.the ufe of their families. And, as they had plenty
of milk, butter and cheefe, and a good deal of oats, they
lived very comfortably. In return, they were always ready
to perform for their landlords every kind of fervice. This
"Ry nnly an iavgluntary fervicg. For, when they bad the

3Ka felicity
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felicity to have s good mafler, their attachment to him was
firong and ardent. . Inflances of fuch are frefh in the memory
of many living: and there have been propricters, who sever
removed & tonant ; and temants, who mever fought a difchorge
Sfor their rents. Landlords, when indulgent, a&ually poflefied
all the suthority snd love of & magiftrate, of a prote@or and
s father. In thofe days, bowever, the tenants were ill lodged,
and as ill clothed.

Manner of living wpon Sheep Farms, asne 179t —The peo-
ple fubfift, 2s may naturally be expefted, in a great meafure,
upon the offals of the flock. If they live apart, as herds,
they have each a flone of oat-mesl per week, from the pof-
feffor, together with grafs for 3 cows, and J0 fheep; and
they may plant as much potatoes, for their own ufe, as they
can cuRivate, They live very comfertably, and gemenlly
fave fome money. They are well accommodated in clothes
and bedding ; which is & confequence of their meore extenfive
commerce with the world, and of the abundanoce of woel.
Travelling the hills, to logk after the fheep, is their ofual em-
ployment ; excepting &t the {measing and fhewring feafons, when
they gather them all down to the low gropods, and rake them
by parcels for thefe purpofes.—S8hepherds, who live in their
mafters houfes, have their maintenaace, and grafs for 70 fheep,
or fo. Their aHowsnce and profits are facr fuperier to thofe
of domeflic work fervants. Their fheep are marked for
themfelves, and the produce foMd commonly with the mafter’s,
and at the fame price?. ;

' Chara8er.
® Bcyvamis are kept, cither kur tending and masaging ftheep, or for black cate
tke. The former are few o proportion : two fhepherds arc fuflicient for say
ordi.naryjfm, capable of grazing 1,460 fheep. If they live in cheir mafler’s
houfe, they have, befides their maintenance, grafs for 70 fhecp. IF the fhep.
berd be married, and kesp o famiy of his own, e hae grafador a cow, asd $0
ferp
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Marnial 8pirit ~Upon the {ea coafl, the people are fond of

» fea-faring life. Their difpofiion, however, leads them to
delight mere in the fowsd of the pipe, and in the claog of
arms, than in the majelly of the tempe®t ; thinking it more
honourable to ferve in the field of Mars, than in the empire
of Neptuge. By aa authentic regifler, it appears, that, during
the war in 1756, Kilmalic and Kilmasivaig parithes, between
them, (umifhed 750 men to the army and mavy. It is almoft
seccdlels to fay, that the natives of Lochaber prefer enlifting
is Highland regimests; and it is perhaps equally fo to mentioa,
what walour and conduét they bave dufplayed, snd what glory
they have acquired, snder prudent commanders. The Legif.
lature would then furely a& wifely, by encouraging {uch a ufe.
ful and warlike body of mes, to remain in their native countsy.
Ne flep, however, has hitherto heen taken for that purpole ;
and the {yflem adopted by the laodionds, of farming their
cézles,

kheep, or thereabout, and a flone of meal per week 1 All of which wre pqual
to about 20L—If & feavant be employed for the purpofes of hufbandry, sad
lives by himfelf, with o family, but ready to aafwer when called oo, to affift
in the work of the farm, he is paid as follews 1

Grafs for 3 cowy, valeed at - - - - L.a0 o
Ditto for 30 fheep, valuedat = . - - 2.0 @
Lands for potatoes, &c. valued st - - - = X 00
Mamtenance, when working for his mafler, valuedat - 3 10 o
Ontecnenl, 3 1-balf bolls, mloedat - -« =« .« 338 4
Ch, +« « =+ =« = - = = = s O0®

L.16 18 4

He has alfo the ufe of his mafier’s borfes.

Upon biack eatdde farms, the wages are fomething different. Domeftic fer-
vant men hayve frem sl to 6L ; women, from sov.to 3l. In barveRk, or in
time of entting pests, the men have 1s. per day, and the women frem 6d. te
4d., with their dinper.
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eftates, tends to extirpate and compel them to feck bread im
foreign climes. Admitting that they receive employment im
the Low Countries, debility and effeminacy would there foon
extinguifh their heroic {pirit and martial ardour.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—The greatelt height, which any
individaal in the parifh has attained, is 6 feet 73 inches, with-
out fhoes aud flockings, The genersl fize of the people is § feen
9% inches; they are tightend well-built,—Thereare 3 four wheel
- chaifes, one of them belonging to the vintner at Fort William,
which he lets to travellers : There are other 3 kinds of ma-
chines of two wheels each; one of thefe alfo belongs to the
fame vintoer, There may be about two dozen carts.  Sledges
are chicfly ufed in leading bome hay and corn. Peats, for
the moft part, are carried in creels upon horfeback.—There
are between 80 and 100 bosts ip the parith. Of thefe, 6o
belong to Maryburgh ; where there are alfo 4 floops, from 30
to 40 tons, and 1 brig of 200 tons.—There are 8 fRated fer-
ries ; § of which are on the falt water.—Bridges and govern-
ment roads are in a good flate ; but the country roads, which
are carried on at the expence of the counties, have been, and
ftill are, much negle@ed. The fiatute labour is commuted at
6d. per day.~In 1782 and 1783, the parith was remarkably
well fopplied with provifions. The Duke of Gordon fent
two cargoes for its relief, one of peale meal, and the other of
potatoes ; and the Commiflioners of the Annexed Eftates fent
two more, one of oats and peafe, and the other of potatoes..—
There are no ale-houfles in the parifh, but many whifky re.
tailers. Indeed they are fo numerous, that they are & nuifance,
sod tend, very much, to encourage idlenefs, and to corrupt
the morals of the people. In Fort-William there are two
inns ; and, in almoft every other houfe in Maryburgh, whitky
1s fold.—There are 4 fludents attending univerfities.—The

' iling
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prevailiog name in the parith is Cameron.—There have been
two inftances of fuicide *.
NUMBER

N
* The following chara&er of the peeple, drawn up by afriend of the incum-
bent’s, does not feem to exr, on, what is too commoaly the cafe, the fide of par-
tiality ; and it is therefore given, as in general the clergy are accufed of having
tranfmitted accounts, rather too Gavourable, of the manners and morals of their
paribhioners. '

CbaroBer of the Poople~+ They are fometimes accufed of being given te
® change; but many inflances of fieady and unfhaken friendfhip are not want-
“ ing. In prefcflicos of kindnefs they are profufe; and their fincerity, in gene-
® ral, is more to be depended on, than is ufual on fuch occafions. They are
“ inquifitive, but (more cfpecially after having had the advantage of fome in-
* tercourfe with the world at large), diftinguithed by the politencls of their
+ * manners, and the infinuation of their addrefs : Fond of fauntering in idlenefs,
“ but lefs addi®ed to s roving life than beretofore : Though poor, inclined to
“ indolence ; and though naturally fagacious and intelligent, yet not in general
* Jearned : Lefs reveageful and implacable than formerly, and, now, more dif
“ pafed to determine matters by litigation, than by arms; family diffenfions
® imbitter mot their lives, as in the feudal times ; Impatient of reftraint; yet,
# when under a proper leader, in whom they have confidence, invincible by
“ fatigue, cold, or hunger : Intrepid, cqual te any race of men cver known,
*“ in the mid® of the greateRk dangers: Lefs hofpitable than of old, (indeed
“ the old excrtions of hofpitality are not pow fo neceflary as formerly ;) but
* when fealls are prepared, the cheer is good: Spirited in » high degres to
@ prdmote works of public wtility : Charitable and willing to relieve the dif-
@ treflfed, as far s their circumftanges will admit of : Though no firangers to
“ the power and inflaence of religion, yet rather spt to undervalue its holy
% ordinances: Fond of fpirituous liquors, yet feldom habitual drunkards:
“ They deferve praife for their continence ; but are rather addiGted to fwear-
“ ing.~~Thefe arc fome of the predominant traits ; and though there mof be
“ a great varicty of chara&er amoog 4,335 perfons, yet there are, in this dif-
“ tri@, no inconfidersble proportion of perfops, diftinguifhed by their gene-
* rofity, hamanity, difintercitedncts, benevolence, hofpitality, temperance, piety,
“ and religion."



